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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
D/C Frederick E. Mangelsdorf, SN

At the annual meeting just concluded in Orlando, the national planning
committee presented a proposal to amend the USPS Strategic Plan by
modifying two of the Goals and adding a new Goal. One of those pro-
posed modifications caught my eye, as it would have changed the Strate-
gic Plan Goal for Educational Development to read as follows: "To edu-
cate members and the public regarding safe boating, using the latest ma-
terials, delivery methods and teaching techniques necessary to address
the diverse educational needs and skills of both groups...."

In my view, there is a much broader goal for USPS than educating with regard to safe boating. Educated
boaters will be better boaters, and better boaters will have more fun, will be more confident in what they are
doing, will present a demeanor to other boaters of being skilled and competent, and will, of course, be safer
boaters.

But | think it is shortsighted to say that the goal is only to teach safe boating, and | think it does an injustice
to the hard work of so many USPS instructors in so many topics when we ignore the many benefits that ac-
crue to USPS students in addition to the benefits of safe boating.

Thus | proposed a motion from the floor at the annual meeting to amend the planning committee proposal. |
had earlier proposed to the planning committee that the committee itself propose the amendment, but the
committee chose not to do that.

Specifically | moved that the wording of the Goal be changed by striking the words 'safe boating' and replac-
ing them with 'better boating techniques'. The revised Goal would then read, "To educate members and the
public regarding better boating techniques, using the ...."

In my spoken remarks in support of this change, | said pretty much the following:

"There are two reasons | propose this amendment -- historical, and for the future. With regard to
history, one should note that the history of the USPS in the Operations Manual has 9 pages that talk
about the members acquiring skills in navigation, seamanship, boat handling, engine maintenance,
etal. There is no mention of boating safety as a historical educational activity.”

"Further, in the USPS bylaws, Article 2 has some six paragraphs which present in detail the objects
of USPS as being the promotion of yachting, high standards of skill in the handling and navigation of
yachts... the study of the science and art of navigation, seamanship and boat handling; the promo-
tion of instruction .... Not a single mention of safe boating as an object of USPS.”

"It therefore seemed to me that the strategic plan goal for education should reflect the emphasis in
the history and the bylaws on boating skills.”

(Continued on P. 2)



(Commander’ s Message continued from P. 1)

"Moving from the historical rationale to a rationale looking toward the future, | would note that USPS efforts to recruit
boating course students and thereby new USPS members would be enhanced if we were to greatly reduce the amount
that we preach boating safety. My own experience as a boating course organizer and lead instructor has been that
potential students are turned-off by the words 'boating safety’. By and large, Americans are not interested in safety,
and we do ourselves a disservice by preaching boating safety to potential students. These potential students are,
however, interested in learning new skills. They like to be better. So | stopped many years ago talking about boating
safety and began instead to talk to potential students about boating skills. And it worked."

"Now let's face it, a boater with more skills will be a safer boater. So we will accomplish that objective, as well as many
more."

"As | discussed my proposal with other members prior to the meeting, | had been asked, '"Why bother with this one
small document? There are lots of USPS documents that refer to safe boating." To which | say, "Yes, that's correct.
Just look at our mission statement hanging on the wall, stating in eight inch tall letters that the USPS mission is to pro-
mote recreational boating safety through education and civic activities.... This and other documents may want to be
changed also in the future. But we need to start somewhere, to take a stand to put USPS back on the course of what
we do so well, and that is to teach boating skills and not just boating safety."

"l had also been asked whether | envisaged an abrupt change in which thousands of existing printed materials would
be scrapped as the boating safety words were replaced with boating skills. What | envision is a slow change to get
back to the basics from which we grew, and that as publications need to be reprinted, we should rewrite them with
words that better reflect our goals, our hopes and our ambitions."

"l think that the time has come that USPS should stand on its core values and bedrock principles -- to educate our
members and the public in boating skills. In short, | envision a movement, Back To Basics. Let's do what we have
done well for almost 100 years -- let's teach better boating skills.”

And with that | thanked the Chief for allowing me to speak and sat down. There were numerous second's to my motion. The
planning committee spoke neither in favor of nor against my proposed amendment. The chair of one of the National commit-
tees expressed concern that my amendment might be interpreted as a hostile move by the many partners that USPS has in
the field of boating safety.

And my amendment then came to a vote. The results? Well, it did not have the necessary majority to pass. It had only about
a third of the affirmative votes. That is not too bad, considering that | have seen other motions from the floor at USPS National
meetings that gained only about 5 percent of the vote. Numerous other members offered encouragement after the meeting,
asking me to keep on pushing since this is an important topic.

And so | shall.
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2006 District 2 Winter Council

11 February, 2006, is the District 2 Winter Council, see enclosed flyer. This meeting, unlike others, isin a Centra District Lo-
cation, you can attend and still be home that day. The reports will contain information from the Annua Meeting in Orlando, the
Didtrict activities (past, present and future), as well as discussion and adoption of the revised District 2 Operations Guide. The
Panning Committee will be putting forth a proposition to encourage attendance support for the Cdrs. & S.E.O.s.

From a safety standpoint, we will have an opportunity to move forward with the purchase of a defibrillator for the District.
District Cdr. Frederick E. Mangelsdorf, SN, will speak on “Being a Better Boater” and “VIP Presentation Examples.” Now if
this hasn't peaked your interest to attend, how about having the opportunity at the Social Hour and Luncheon to get to know
some of the newly elected as well as old Squadron Commanders and Educationa Officers. Asyou al know each squadron is
specia, and after 36 years, | can still say | leave each one of these meetings with new information and new acquai ntances.

Jeffrey C. Gerwig, AP
District Secretary
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PHOTOS FROM USPS ANNUAL MEETING
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
4-8 JANUARY 2006

All photos courtesy of D/Lt/C Martin E. Feldberg, AP
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D/C Frederick E. Mangelsdorf, SN
68 High Point Circle

Newburgh, NY 12550

e-mail: FEMangelsd@aol.com
845-561-6392

Executive Officer

D/Lt/C Suzanne P. Nentwich, AP
18 Oak Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465-3845

e-mail: ribits@usa.net
718-904-1712

Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Robert P. Kelly, JN

196 Garth Road, Apt 1H

Scarsdale, NY 10583-3824

e-mail: kelly.r.esquire@worldnet.att.net
914-725-5965

Administrative Officer

D/Lt/C Martin E. Feldberg, AP

25 Thomas Avenue

Fishkill, NY 12524-1106

e-mail: martinfeld@worldnet.att.net
845-896-6644

Secretary

D/Lt/C Jeffrey C. Gerwig, AP
38 Burchard Lane
Rowayton, CT 06853-1105
e-mail; fastserv@snet.net
203-866-3437

Treasurer

D/Lt/C Kenneth H. Hirsch, AP

79 Harbor Drive #316

Stamford, CT 06902-7448

e-mail: KHirsch-Mensana@worldnet.att.net
203-325-3665

Asst. Educational Officer
D/1st/Lt Joseph A. Lynch, JN
78 Topstone Drive

Danbury, CT 06810-7040
e-mail: jalynch22@aol.com
203-792-9304

Editor

Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP
64 Cherrywood Road
Yonkers, NY 10710-1102
e-mail: iluvtouche@aol.com
914-337-4026
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Susan Darcy is Chief” s Rep
at Fal Conference

The Didtrict 2 Fall Conference had a late substitution as the Chief”s Rep. Our own P/D/C Susan L. Darcy, JN, was
thrust into the role at the last minute. To the surprise of absolutely no-one, she did a fantastic job. Thank you, Susan.

It's customary to provide a brief biography of the Chief”s Rep, so here's a brief biography for Susan. Some of you
will remember that the October issue of the D/2 News had a brief bio for the intended Chief”s Rep, V/C John Alter.
John had to cancel at the last minute due to a death in the family, and the Chief Commander asked Susan to step in
and do the job. She did, and quite well, of course. But we missed the opportunity of publishing her bio because of the
late substitution.

Susan is now retired from big business, but continues in business as an independent computer consultant. At one
time, she worked for GE and for Martin Marietta. Long ago, before must of us knew what it was to be a computer
person, she became one and did that professionally for many years. She also became a training person, conducting
courses across the country. Those of you who have been in training sessions with Susan will understand perhaps how
skilled she is doing that.

In USPS she plays many roles. Sheis a Past Commander of the Berkshire Sail & Power Squadron; she served on the
Bridge for District 2 from 1999 to 2004 and was District Commander in 2003-04. She is a computer resource person
for Berkshire, for D/2, and for several national committees. Within D/2 she is chair of the Northern Trek; she is the
Webmaster; and she publishes the D/2 Directory.

Sheisaloving and caring taskmaster for D/2 and al of usin the District. It was an honor having Susan represent the
Chief at the Fall Conference.

kkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhhkkhkkhhkhkkhhkhkkhhkhkkhhkhkkhhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkkhhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhhkhkhhkkhkhhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkkhhkkhkhkkhkkkrkkx**

Annua Meeting - Orlando, Florida 2006

Just a short report as | will give a more detailed report at our Winter Council, 11 Feb 2006 in Newburgh. Once again

the weather in Florida went from 30's to 70's in a few short days, but inside the Rosen Centre we were comfortable
and entertained. The Expo Exhibition hall has become a big success and it is well worth a “walk through”. You can

see the latest equipment for boats or just talk to someone about membership. Unfortunately all but one of the offered

trips had to be cancelled, not enough interest, but perhaps most people have been to Orlando before, so kind of a
“been there, done that” response. The daily meetings seemed well attended and the presenters | saw were some of the
best. | have to say this was probably the best Annual Meeting yet, in fact we even had occasion to laugh out loud,

many times. One discussion on the idea of making a Blazer Style Uniform went on for a good half hour and some of it
was hilarious. Our own D/C and Linda had their afterglow reception on Thursday evening with lots of goodies and

treats. On Friday evening the hospitality suite was full to capacity with D2 and friends enjoying more food and drink.

In fact 10 of us wound up in the Denny’s next door as we had eaten too much for area dinner, but needed something,

so off we went and talk about a good time. | till laugh about that meal together. Notice | have used the laugh, unin-

tentionally, alot—-meaning | guess that these meetings are not just business but also alot of fun. | once again urge you
if you've never been to a National Meeting come and try one. Y ou have the greatest opportunity this August as it will

be in New York City (my backyard). We did miss the Fullers, Silvers and Nielsens and hope by this writing they are
all in the best of good hedlth. Talking about missing, strange as it may seem, | think | will miss our Annual Meeting

in Orlando, this year showed it in a whole different light, so hopefully Jacksonville will be the new Annual Meeting
winner. See you soon, | hope at the Winter Council or if not at the Change of Watch on 31 March /1April 2006.

Respectfully submitted, D/Lt/C Suzanne P. Nentwich, AP
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Report from the DEO, Lt/C Robert P. Kelly, JN

The DEO’s Report from the Annual Meeting:

1. Closed DEO Meeting - Hey, it's a closed meeting! If | were to tell you what happens here, well . . . let’s just say there
might be trouble.

2. Open Education Meeting - Good News! It was the exact same stuff discussed in the Closed Meeting - If they would just
let you know that in advance, hey, maybe one wouldn’t need to wake up at 6:00 a.m. and hey, one doesn’t even wake up that
early to go fishing or to church or to work . . . but alas, | digress . . . Highlights:

On-Line Registration for Public Boating Classes: The HQ-800 form has been re-designed to include a box to be checked
to Allow Online Registration. Checking that box will add a line to the actual notice of the course, which will provide a hyperlink for
an interested student to pre-register. That pre-registration form is completed by the student and forwarded to the class manager,
or other squadron contact. This information should prove invaluable in estimating class size, being able to contact students in the
event of a last-minute change or cancellation, and obtaining some demographic information.

Single biggest change announced for any course? JN (which traditionally involves completing some five sights) is ex-
pected to require ONLY a sun sight. The remainder of the sight requirements will be moved to N. The gingerly  :announced
change is scheduled to occur in about a year (I say it that way, because immediately upon making the announcement, the Rear
Commander in charge of that Committee asked for volunteers to help with the new syllabus!)

Single biggest change announced in the Educational Department? Certification. A program is being formulated to certify
members at various levels of boating proficiency that will be recognized across the boating community - domestic and interna-
tional. It is envisioned that USPS will have three to four levels of certification. The current and envisioned USPS courses and
seminars will be mapped into these certifications but the current USPS grade and course completion program would remain un-
changed.

3. It's Cool to be an Instructor (yes, meeting number 3 on day 1) - The National Educational Department presented the
new re-certification seminar, which enabled all attendees to become re-certified for a four-year period from the date of the meet-
ing. Please see the related article on this subject elsewhere in the News.

At the upcoming Winter Council, the District Educational Department will be providing copies of the CD and Instructor’s
Guide for the new Re-Certification Seminar, as well as with the latest edition of Currents (the USPS Educational Department
Newsletter), and the Annual Meeting Reports of each of the Committees within the National Educational Department, which pro-
vides up-to-the-date news regarding current manuals, work in progress, passing rates, etc.

NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK 2006 CAMPAIGN

As mentioned in the last D/2 News (which followed the Portland Governing Board Meeting), National has
announced that ALL SQUADRONS are being encouraged to offer a public boating course during the 2006
National Safe Boating Week (20 May).

Check out http://www.usps.org/NSBW/ to obtain copies of materials National has created just for this occa-
sion. King Features has authorized USPS to utilize Popeye and Olive Oyl in this campaign. The web pages
contain a new NSBW Popeye poster, instructions on how to download, print and use the poster in a variety
of formats, a sample press release which can be modified for each squadron, the script for a Popeye and
Olive Oyl radio Public Service Announcement which USPS will be sending to five radio station in the top 50
markets in the nation, and 15 graphic PSAs which have been sent to 70 boating magazines through the
country. If you know of a boating magazine which is not represented on the list, feel free to forward the
graphic PSA pages directly to them. There is also a list of a number of proven techniques and suggestions
to get a greater percentage of students to join your squadron.

Please make sure when you are making plans for your spring courses, you allow sufficient time to
schedule a course to begin sometime during National Safe Boating Week (May 20- 26). Go ahead -
Send in the HQ-800 announcement of the course date NOW.
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D/2 Planning CALENDAR

2006

4-8 January Annual Meeting Orlando, FL

11 Feb D/2 Winter Council

20 Feb Presidents day

31 Mar-1Apr D/2 Spring Conference - Cross
County - White Plains

2 Apr Daylight Saving Time Begins

13 Apr Jewish Passover *

14 Apr Good Friday

16 Apr Easter Sunday

20-26 May Safe Boating Week

29 May Memoria Day

2 Jun Shavuot !

19-21 May D2 Northern Trek - Lake George

29 May Memorial Day

TBD D/2 Summer Council & Rendezvous

15-20 Aug Governing Board, NYC

4 Sep Labor Day

23 Sep Rosh Hashanah *

2 Oct Yom Kippur *

7 Oct Sukkot?!

9 Oct Columbus day

20-22 Oct D/2 Fall Conference - Mohawk -

Hudson, Albany

25-29 Oct CPS Annual Meeting, Vancouver

29 Oct Daylight Saving Time Ends

10 Nov Veteran's Day

14 Nov Election Day

16 Dec Chanukah !

2007

19 Feb Presidents day

20-25 Feb Annual Meeting, Jacksonville, FL
TBD D/2 Winter Council

TBD D/2 Spring Conference- Storm King -
1 Apr Daylight Saving Time Begins

3 Apr Jewish Passover !

23 May Shavuot *

28 May Memoria Day

8 Apr Easter

TBD D2 Northern Trek - Lake George, NY
TBD D/2 Summer Council & Rendezvous
3 Sep Labor Day

4-9 Sep Governing Board, Norfolk, VA

13 Sep Rosh Hashanah !

2007 cont’

22 Sep Yom Kippur *

27 Sep Sukkot

8 Oct Columbus Day

28 Oct Daylight Saving Time Ends

12 Nov Veterans Day

TBD D/2 Fall Conference - (host needed) ****
22 Nov Thanksgiving

5Dec Chanukah?!

2008

TBD Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX

TBD D/2 Winter Council

TBD D/2 Spring Conf (host needed) *****x**
18 Feb Presidents Day

21 Mar Good Friday

23 Mar Easter

6 Apr Daylight Saving Time Begins

26 May Memorial Day

TBD D2 Northern Trek - Lake George, NY
TBD D/2 Summer Council & Rendezvous

20 Apr Passover !

9 Jun Shavuot !

1 Sep Labor Day

3-8 Sept Governing Board, Detroit, M|

13 Oct Columbus Day

26 Oct Daylight Saving Time Ends

TBD D/2 Fall Conference - (host needed) *****
11 Nov Election Day & Veterans Day

2009
18-21 Feb Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA

1 Note: Both Sukkot and Passover last 8 days.

All Jewish holidays begin the evening before the

date given.
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District 2

D/2 Winter Council

Saturday 11 February 2006
wsane RAMAAA 1NN

1289 Route 300, just south of junction with 1-84 (Exit 7S), Newburgh, New York

UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® “‘

The cost for the day is $ 29 - includes Continental Breakfast and complete Buffet Lunch.

Those arriving from the NORTH OR SOUTH VIA THE NY STATE THRUWAY:

Use Exit 17 ( Newburgh ). Follow the exit and signs to Route 17K west. Take Route 17K
west to the first traffic light ( Route 300 / Union Ave ). Make a right at that traffic light onto
Route 300 headed north. Proceed approximately ¥ mile to the Ramada Inn on the left.

Those arriving from the EAST OR WEST VIA INTERSTATE — 84:
Use Exit 7S ( Route 300 / Union Ave. ). Proceed south approximately %2 mile to the Ramada
Inn on your right.

Registration will begin at 0800

Reservations must be received by 29 January 2006- Late Registration fee: $5.00
Mail reservations to:

D/Lt Alexandra Digilio

25 Thomas Ave

Fishkill, New York 12524
Questions? Call (845) 896-6644

CUT & MAIL
District 2 Winter Council 11 FEB. 2006
NAME SQUADRON
ADDRESS RANK/GRADE
SPOUSE/GUEST
PHONE SQUADRON
RANK/GRADE

BREAKFAST/LUNCH $29.00 PER PERSON

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: USPS DISTRICT 2




United States Power Squadrons ®

DISTRICT 2 SPRING CONFERENCE

Friday & Saturday, MARCH 31 - APRIL 2, 2006
Hosted by CROSS COUNTY POWER SQUADRON
Crowne Plaza Hotel
66 Hale Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

914-682-0050

(for DIRECTIONS see other side)
Friday, March 31 1500-1800 Early registration
1730-1800 Happy Hour at Outback (1% drink free with dinner)
1800-2000 Welcome dinner with the Chief Commander’s Representative

at Outback Steak House After dinner, Friday night fun...
Saturday, April 1  0800-0900 Registration/Continental Breakfast
0900 Business Meeting begins

1200-1230  Social Hour before lunch
1230-1330 Lunch
1330 Business Meeting resumes
Saturday Evening 1800-1900 Cocktail Hour
1900-2300 A FESTIVE FROGGY APRIL FOOLS DINNER DANCE

SATURDAY GUEST PROGRAM - New York Botanical Garden Tour, with Orchid Show. 9:30-
3:30 Led by Pam Kelly. $25.00 includes lunch. (Minimum 15 people required)

SUNDAY GUEST PROGRAM, open to all — Train Party in a private rail car to Grand Central
Terminal, personally-guided behind-the-scenes tour, fancy shops, etc. 9:00-4:30. Led by Pam Kelly and
George Okvat. (See Guest Program Flyer) $25.00 plus cost of your lunch.

...................................................... CULNEre. . e
Registration Form
First Registrant: Name Grade __ Rank & Position
Address: Phone Squadron
Town, State, Zip E-mail
Second Registrant: Name Grade __ Rank & Position
Is this your first time at a district meeting? Yes No
Hotel Room (double or single) Fri___ Sat__ nights X $99/night = $
Note: $99 Room rate expires 6 March 2 Double Beds 1 King Bed
Smoking Room Non-Smoking
Friday Night Welcome dinner at Outback Steak House x $25.00=$
Saturday Continental Breakfast & NY Deli Buffet Luncheon x$38.00=%
Saturday Dinner Dance — choices: Tenderloin of Beef Grilled Salmon
Total number of Dinners X $49.00=$
SATURDAY GUEST PROGRAM, Botanical Garden & Orchid Show X $25.00=$%
SUNDAY GUEST PROGRAM, NYC Train Party & Grand Central X $25.00=$%
Late Fee if received after 6 March $10.00 per person x$10.00=%
TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE ENCLOSED $
Please make checks payable to D-2 Spring Conference 2006, and mail with this registration
formto: Lt/C Peggy Howland, P e-mail: PegHowland@aol.com
245 Rumsey Road, Apt. 3J phone: 914-423-0623

Jan 06 Yonkers, NY 10701-4526
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