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Boating Skills and Boating Safety

Those of you who are astute readers (i.e., al of you) will recdl that in the
last D/2 NEWS | wrote about the just-completed Annual Meeting and my
proposed amendment to the Educational Goal in the Strategic Plan so that
it would have read, "To educate members and the public regarding better
boating techniques, using the latest materials, delivery methods and teach-

ing techniques necessary to address the diverse educational needs and

skills of both groups...." The proposed amendment failed for lack of enough votes, and the Educational Goal
is therefore that we shall educate members and the public regarding safe boating. (I would note that the pro-
posed amendment garnered about a third of the votes cast -- not bad for a motion from the floor with no
prior warning to the members.)

| continue to believe that our educational activities encompass a great deal more than safe boating (while
including that also), and that the educationa goal would be greatly improved were it to be revised to reflect
the great level of effort that goes into member instruction whose objective is to improve boating skills.

As| have further studied this matter, severa points have cometo light.

One -- there is no question that USPS members teach and believe that boating skills and boating safety are
mutually supportive activities.

Two -- there are several (numerous?) USPS publications that give voice to one but not the other of these
activities, and thus may short-change the impression that we present to members or the public as to what
USPSisor does.

This matter was discussed at some length at the recent Winter Council, and Council voted to present a draft
resolution to the forthcoming Spring Conference that would direct the Governing Board to correct these
oversights as follows:

Be it resolved that the Governing Board shall vote to:

1) Change the wording in the USPS Mission Statement so as to include the teaching of boat-
ing skills as one of the objectives; and

2) Change the wording in the Educational Goal of the Strategic Plan so as to include the
teaching of boating skills as one of the objectives; and

3) Change the wording in Article 2, Objects, of the USPS Bylaws, so as to include the en-
hancement of boating safety as one of the Objects of USPS; and
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