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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
D/C Frederick E. Mangelsdorf, SN 

Boating Skills and Boating Safety 
 
Those of you who are astute readers (i.e., all of you) will recall that in the 
last D/2 NEWS I wrote about the just-completed Annual Meeting and my 
proposed amendment to the Educational Goal in the Strategic Plan so that 
it would have read, "To educate members and the public regarding better 
boating techniques, using the latest materials, delivery methods and teach-
ing techniques necessary to address the diverse educational needs and 
skills of both groups...."  The proposed amendment failed for lack of enough votes, and the Educational Goal 
is therefore that we shall educate members and the public regarding safe boating.  (I would note that the pro-
posed amendment garnered about a third of the votes cast -- not bad for a motion from the floor with no 
prior warning to the members.) 
 
I continue to believe that our educational activities encompass a great deal more than safe boating (while 
including that also), and that the educational goal would be greatly improved were it to be revised to reflect 
the great level of effort that goes into member instruction whose objective is to improve boating skills. 
 
As I have further studied this matter, several points have come to light. 
  One -- there is no question that USPS members teach and believe that boating skills and boating safety are 
mutually supportive activities. 
  Two -- there are several (numerous?) USPS publications that give voice to one but not the other of these 
activities, and thus may short-change the impression that we present to members or the public as to what 
USPS is or does. 
  
This matter was discussed at some length at the recent Winter Council, and Council voted to present a draft 
resolution to the forthcoming Spring Conference that would direct the Governing Board to correct these 
oversights as follows: 
 
Be it resolved that the Governing Board shall vote to: 
 

1) Change the wording in the USPS Mission Statement so as to include the teaching of boat-
ing skills as one of the objectives; and  

 
2) Change the wording in the Educational Goal of the Strategic Plan so as to include the 

teaching of boating skills as one of the objectives; and 
 

3) Change the  wording in Article 2, Objects, of the USPS Bylaws, so as to include the en-
hancement of boating safety as one of the Objects of USPS; and 

 
(Continued on P. 2) 
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(Commander’s Message continued from P. 1) 
 

4) Establish as a matter of policy that in all other USPS publications where it is appropriate to do so, equal at-
tention will be given to expounding the dual objectives and activities of boating skills and boating safety. 

 
The purpose of the resolution is not to change the direction of activities within USPS, but rather to give recognition to the dual-
ity of activities that take place today.  We do teach and practice boating skills, and we do teach and practice boating safety.   
 
I believe that our mission statement and goals and other publications, including our bylaws, should reflect this fact. 
 
If you care about the future of USPS, and I hope you do, please come to the Spring Conference on 1 April, participate in the 
discussion on this draft resolution, and help vote on it.  I'll see you there! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Spring Conference Workshops 
 
The Spring Conference will have double the historical number of workshops this year, in an effort to pro-
vide useful and fun information for our members.  Instead of the usual three workshops, there will be six, 
as follows: 
 
* Leadership seminar, taught by the Chief's Rep, P/R/C Richard P. Rutland, SN, (Mohawk-Hudson). 
 
* Demonstration of the District's new AED -- P/D/C Wayne Garnsey, SN, and members of Storm King. 
 
* Education -- an update on news from the educational department -- DEO D/Lt/C Robert P. Kelly, JN, 
(Westchester). 
 
* Privileged Preview sessions of some of the VIP Presentations submitted for inclusion in the Fall Govern-
ing Board this coming August: 
 
  - Cdr Frank J. DeBaggis, AP (Berkshire) will demonstrate (with a 4 foot scale model) how to build a wa-
tertight, raceable dragon boat to get kids out on the water very quickly. 
 
  - P/R/C Anne S. Peskin, SN, (Stamford) will talk about shipwrecks and the aftermath; how shipwrecks 
helped to define the navigation system now in place. 
 
  - D/F/Lt James M. Silver Sr., P, (Mid-Hudson) will do a presentation on how you too can have a large 
screen, color GPS plotter on a very limited budget. 
 
  - Lt/C James P. Hamren, AP, (Norwalk) will do a slide show about a recent trip on a canal boat in old, 
narrow canals in the UK. 
 
In brief, the workshops will be fun and informative.  Come join us at the Spring Conference. 
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PHOTOS FROM D/2 WINTER COUNCIL 
NEWBURGH, N.Y. 

11 FEBRUARY 2006 
 

All photos courtesy of D/Lt/C Martin E. Feldberg, AP 
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Winter Council  -  D/C Frederick E. Mangelsdorf, SN 
 
District 2 had a very successful Winter Council on 11 February in Newburgh, NY.  Several officers reported on events 
at the Annual Meeting in Orlando; we had presentations of and discussions of three resolutions that will be presented 
to the Spring Conference for action; and there were workshop presentations on DB2000 (D/F/Lt James M. Silver Sr., 
P/Mid-Hudson), USPS Memorabilia (D/Lt George P. Ghirlando, P/Storm King) and a rope-making machine (D/C Fred 
E. Mangelsdorf, SN/Mid-Hudson). 
 
The three resolutions that will go now to the Spring Conference were very different in their objectives.   
 
One was presented by several women members who pointed out that 2007 will be a very special year in USPS in 
that it will be the first year that there will be women members who have achieved 25 merit marks, and that special 
recognition of this should be made at a National Meeting.  District 2 has two women members who now have 24 
merit marks (P/R/C Anne S. Peskin, SN and P/Lt/C Lana L. Zimmerman, SN).  We would expect to see them hon-
ored next year. 
 
The second motion was presented by members of Darien and Stamford Squadrons to have the District vote to sup-
port the Coastal Boaters Program endorsement which is to be offered to Connecticut boaters by the State for those 
boaters who complete 'approved' coastal boating classes.  Since we clearly support all voluntary efforts to have boat-
ers increase their boating skills, the new CT program is a positive step, and we should take all steps we can to point 
out that USPS already has educational programs that will provide boaters with those skills. 
 
The third resolution is to have the Governing Board clean up the wording in USPS documents so as to properly re-
flect the duality of member activities in the areas of boating skills and boating safety, as discussed more extensively 
in the Commander's message on Page 1. 
 
The workshops were well attended and deemed to be of great interest.  The rope-making machine was designed for 
use at a squadron booth, at boat shows or fairs.  It 'requires' five youngsters to operate, so while they are being 
shown how (and actually making three stranded sisal rope) their parents have effectively been captured for about 15 
minutes for squadron members to talk with them about USPS and the boating course.  After a piece of rope is made, 
it is cut into pieces about a foot long, and each of the kids gets to take a piece home as a memento.  For what it’s 
worth, the members in this workshop had just as much fun making rope as did the kids. 
 
The Memorabilia table was enjoyed by many, in that there was on opportunity to look at teaching manuals from an 
earlier day in USPS, together with some hardware from 50 years ago, such as a pocket sextant that folds-up into a 
disk about the size of a hockey puck and was built for lifeboat navigation in the Second World War. 
 
The third workshop was on the topic of DB2000.  It elicited much interest and much comment by attendees, which 
can be described generally as good news and bad news.  The good news is that some members who attended the 
workshop now know how to utilize DB2000 much more effectively in managing their squadron rosters.  This is great, 
since DB2000 is an excellent tool for that purpose.  The 'bad' news is that some of the computer neophytes who at-
tended that workshop were only able to absorb a limited amount of the really neat things you can do in DB2000.  
Hopefully they will be able to be fully up to speed the next time that workshop is held. 
 
At the Fall Conference in 2005, there was discussion as to whether D/2 should purchase an automated external defi-
brillator (AED) to have at District meetings in the event such a machine was needed.  Cdr Rose Moskowitz, P,/Storm 
King, was asked to study the matter and report back, which she did at the Winter Council.  After much discussion, 
including input from P/D/C Wayne Garnsey, SN, the Council voted to purchase an AED.  It will be demonstrated at 
the forthcoming Spring Conference at one of the workshop sessions. 
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Biographical Information   

P/R/C Richard P. Rutland, SN & Betty Rutland 
 

   
P/R/C Richard Rutland, SN joined the Mohawk Hudson Sail and Power Squadron in 
January 1972. He served in every position on the Bridge and was elected Com-

mander in 1979. He taught JN while taking N, then he 
taught N after receiving his Senior Navigator in 1977. 
 
He was elected Assistant Educational Officer for District 2 
for 3 years, the District Educational Officer for 3 years. Af-
ter serving 6 years on the District Bridge he was elected 
District 2 Treasurer and served every Bridge office becom-
ing Commander for the 1991-1992 term, serving a total of 
11 years on the District 2 Bridge. 
 
He became a Senior Member in 1977 earning 5 merit 
marks, and a Life Member in 1997 earning 25 merit marks. 
He now has 34 merit marks - -  one for each year of member-
ship in USPS. 

 
P/R/C Rutland was Budget Officer / Educational Department as Staff Commander for 3 
years then Rear Commander for 3 years, receiving Past Rear Commander in 2001. He was 
called back in service as Assistant National Treasurer / Budget Director for 3 years receiving 
his 2nd Past Rear Commander in 2006. 
 
He did all of his boating in upstate New York, 6 years on Lake George and the 
rest on the Mohawk River as a member of the Schenectady Yacht Club, becoming 
Commodore in 1998. He started with a 24 foot trailable then a 34 foot cruiser for 
the last 29 years. 
 
In the private sector he worked in the family Home Center all his life, opening his 
own with his wife Betty in 1977. They sold their Home Center in 1984 and he 
went to work for the Building Department of the Town of Colonie retiring in De-
cember 1999 as Chief Residential Building Inspector. Betty went on to be a Real 
Estate agent retiring after 21 years,  
 
P/R/C Rutland and Betty have 3 daughters, 1 son and 9 grandchildren. He spends 
his time in retirement as a member of the Town of Colonie’s Sign Review Board; 
working as a consultant to the Town's Building Department as a residential plan 
reviewer; Secretary of the Capital District Chapter of the New York State Build-
ing Officials Conference; doing woodworking and helping his children in house 
repairs and remodeling. 
 
P/R/C Rutland will be the Chief Commander’s Representative at the Spring  
Conference. 
 






