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GUIDE TO VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS
1 – How do I become a Vessel Safety Examiner?
1. 
Download the Vessel Examiner Manual found on the USPS website.

2. 
Take the current online Vessel Examiner qualification examination.  The examination is an open book test with a three-hour time limit and a passing score of 90%.

Where do I find the examination? – On the USPS website

3. 
After you pass the online examination the next step is to perform five examinations on recreational boats while under the supervision of a current certified Vessel Examiner. 

Where do I find a certified Vessel Examiner? – He or she is a member of your squadron or another in your district.    

4. 
The certified Vessel Examiner will determine whether or not your examinations were satisfactory and will provide you with specific, instructional feedback to further assist in your qualifying process.

5. 
During the qualification process, the certified Vessel Examiner trainer is credited with the five VSCs performed by the applicant.

6. 
Annual Certification Procedures:  For you to remain a certified Vessel Examiner you must complete at least five VSC examinations each calendar year.

7. 
Recertification Procedures: If you as a Vessel Examiner fail to perform the annual certification procedures within the last five years, you then must complete two satisfactory VSCs under the supervision of a certified Vessel Examiner to regain your certification. The certifying Vessel Examiner receives the credit for the two recertification VSCs. You then must meet the requirements as stated in the above Annual Certification Procedures to retain your certification.

8. 
If as a Vessel Examiner you fail to perform the annual certification procedures for five consecutive years, you will then have to meet the full initial qualification criteria to regain qualification.

A fundamental principle of the VSC is that no law enforcement will be taken if violations of boating safety laws are discovered during the VSC; nor will a report of any violations be made to any law enforcement agency. Strict adherence to this principle is vital to maintain the public’s trust and willingness to receive VSCs.
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II – How to do more Vessel Safety Checks
1. Seek out local Marinas - Boat Ramps - Fishing Clubs - Sail Clubs - Canoe Clubs - Kayak Clubs.
2. Contact clubs and arrange to do inspections for canoe and/or kayaks on race day before they are allowed to enter the race or contest. 
3. Explain to the clubs’ “powers that be” that insurance companies would love all who entered a race or contest to have a VSC (Vessel Safety Check) examination before they enter the contest.  Arrange with the club to do the inspections before the boats are put into the water.  Go down early, prior to the race, so that you can perform the VSC when all the boats (canoes and kayaks) are lined up on land. 
4. Do inspections at the marina as the boats are being hauled out at the end of the year. In this way the owner knows what they will need to get in the spring. By doing this the owner can get a family member to give it to them over the holidays. This is a way in which you can insure that you will be called when the boat is commissioned in the spring.
5. Go down to the local boat ramps early in the morning and then again late in the afternoon to get the most traffic at the ramp. 
6. Keep asking boat owners (without being a nuisance) to do the inspection even if they have said no to you in the past. 

Remember - The more inspections you do, the safer the boater and the less likelihood of an accident or mishap in future.   
When conducting an inspection, make sure you handout your USPS business card, and information on your squadron events and your courses.
Finally, the key is - Every inspection you do could result in a new member for your squadron and district and a new student for an upcoming course.
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