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Commander’s Message

The Berkshire Sail and Power Squadron has
four exciting events coming up on the horizon.
The first is our bus trip to the Boston Boat
Show, this Saturday February 19. The bus will
depart Park Square at 7:00am and stop in
Lenox and Lee to pick up attendees before
heading to Boston. Cost for the bus is $38.00
per person, plus $10.00 for a ticket to the
show. The bus will leave Boston at 7:00pm for
the return trip. Last year’s trip was to the New
York City Boat Show and it was really a lot of
fun. There are a few seats left on the bus as
of this writing. Anyone interested in going should check on availability
with Rick Gore at 413-441-7036.

The second is our Speaker Series at The First United Methodist
Church, scheduled for Friday, March 18. at 6pm. We will have a spa-
ghetti dinner open to the public and world-renowned Dragon Boat
paddler, our very own, Tom Ostrowski will be our speaker. (I'm look-
ing at my notes now and they make much less sense than they did
when Tom was talking and | was writing). What I'm sure of is this:
Tom has competed in five National championships and maybe six,
and he has won all of them. He has medaled in every world champi-
onship since 1993, racing in such far flung locals as Shanghai, China,
Yuen Yang, China, Hong Kong, Nottingham, England, Poznon, Po-
land, Philadelphia, PA, and | think possibly the Isles of Langerhans,
although that might be sketchy because my son John was interrupting
me with science questions. | do have, in bold print, that Tom earned
five medals in Poland, which is amazing!

Some of you may recall meeting Tom at our Watch Hill rendezvous a
few years back when Tom and his wife Joan were guests of the Stidg-
ers on Sybaris. Rich Stidger was then commander of Berkshire
Power Squadron and he set the rules for the Devious Dingy Dog
Race. Oddly enough it was a rowing contest and the team of Stidger
and Ostrowski miraculously won and everyone else was a distant last.
Tom will have a scale model of a Dragon Boat, VHS videos of an 80

foot dragon boat built from the trunk of a single tree and being pad-
(Continued on page 3)
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BSPS & USPS
CALENDARS

February 16 - Bridge
& Executive Meet-
ing, Luau Hale, Rt.
7, Pittsfield,
7:00pm—ALL
MEMBERS ARE WELCOME

February 19 - Boston Boat Show bus trip

March 8 - Advanced Piloting Course begins, First
United Methodist Church, Fenn St., Pittsfield,
7:00pm

March 18 - Speaker Series— International Dragon
Boat Racing, Spaghetti dinner, First United
Methodist Church, Fenn St., Pittsfield, 6pm

March 18-19 - D2 Spring Conference, Poughkeep-
sie, NY

March - Marine Electronics 101 & 102 Courses be-
gin, First United Methodist Church, Fenn St.,
Pittsfield, 7:00pm - see article for details

March 30 - Bridge & Executive Meeting, Luau Hale,
Rt. 7, Pittsfield, 7:00pm—ALL MEMBERS ARE
WELCOME

April 2 - Berkshire Change of Watch, Lenox 218,
Lenox, MA, 6:00pm

April 3 - Daylight Savings time begins

June 12 - Safe Boating Day, Controy Pavilion at
Onota Lake, Pittsfield, 11:00am to 8:00pm

Marine Electronics:

Day TBA, beginning the end of March, Chair- Leo
Robillard, SN (413-499-1625). This course began with
ME103 this past spring and will continue with parts
ME101 and ME102. If you missed ME103 you can still
take 101 & 102.

Instructor Development:

Day and starting date TBA, Chair— Susan Darcy, JN (413-
637-2275). Unlike other USPS courses, the Instructor
Development course does not provide you with more
advanced boating skills. It is designed to provide you with
the tools and techniques wused in interactive
presentations. An excellent Life-Skills course for
everyone! Call Susan Darcy to reserve your seat and
book.

Members interested in spring classes should contact the
course chairperson at least 2 weeks before the starting
date. Questions may also be directed to our Squadron
Education Officer, Wayne Joseph, SN at 413-229-8497.

Lt/C Wayne Joseph, SN
Education Officer

America's BOating Club’

Spring Education
courses

The following courses will run this
Spring:

All classes will be held on the scheduled evening at the
First United Methodist Church — Fenn Street Pittsfield MA
— 7:00pm to 9:00pm.

Seamanship:

Day TBA, beginning end-March or early April, Chair—
TBA. Please call Wayne Joseph (413-229-8497) for
details.

Advanced Piloting:

Tuesdays, beginning March 8th, Chair— Frank DeBaggis
(413-822-5353). This course is the newly-revised course
using PowerPoint overhead presentations. Included are
significant updates featuring the use of GPS, electronic
charting, and practical magnetic piloting methods.

BERKSHIRE SAIL and POWER SQUADRON
P.O. BOX 1452
PITTSFIELD, MA 01201

OFFICERS:

Frank J. DeBaggis, AP, Commander 413-443-3570
245 Bradford Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201

Email: debaggisf@teaminfocus.com

Richard E. Gore, Jr., AP, Executive Officer

Wayne A. Joseph, SN, Education Officer

Roy Goldsmith, P, Administrative Officer

Carl E. Filios, AP, Secretary

John M. Garinther, S, Treasurer

413-243-2273
413-229-8497
413-637-1971
413-442-8984
413-499-9778

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Ass't Education Officer Leo O. Robillard, SN
Ass’t Chair Public Boating Susan L. Darcy, JN

Tena DeBaggis, AP
Wayne J. Haskins, P
Tom Ostrowski, P

Robert J. Flynn, AP
Mark S. Kenyon, AP
Donald Rochelo, AP

GENERAL COMMITTEES:

Auditing Mark S. Kenyon, AP (Chair)
John A. Green, AP, Kevin T. Hynes
Rules Susan L. Darcy, JN (Chair)

G. Richard Stidger, SN, Leo O. Robillard, SN

Berkshire Log

P/C G. Richard Stidger, SN, Editor 413-443-2858
172 Mountain Drive, Pittsfield, MA 01201
Email: grstidge@localnet.com

The opinions expressed in "The Log" by the Editorial Staff or Contributors are
their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Berkshire Sail and
Power Squadron or those of the United States Power Squadron.
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Chasing the Little Round Disks
T

On December 11",
Frank DeBaggis, Rick
Gore, and myself wen
looking for Geodeti
Marks, as part of our
effort in support of Coop-
erative Chartering. Rich '
Stidger printed the infor- /%
mation about a list of \ g
markers in areas cen- ¥

tered in Lee and Lenox. s
7,

From that list, Rick se-
lected a number of mark- *
ers that were close to roads, and Rich printed maps
showing where the markers were located with respect to
the nearby roads.

¥
Pl

We selected eight marks that were located in the Lee —
Stockbridge — Housatonic area. Most of the marks were
located along railroad lines. We began our search in Lee,
near the old railroad station. The latitude, longitude, and
descriptive information provided led us to what was de-
scribed to be a canal. The mark was described as being
part of a bridge abutment on one side of the canal. Un-
fortunately, the bridge no longer exists, and a railroad
siding now passes over part of what was the bridge abut-
ment. We were unable to locate the mark.

We had much better luck with the other seven marks.
They ranged from disks in a rock outcropping overlooking
the Mass Pike, to those mounted on top of concrete
posts. The hardest one to find was located in the woods
near the Mass Pike service area. With the exception of a
couple marks, they were all located near a railroad track.

Most of these marks were placed about 1939. Some no
longer exist, due to road or railroad reconstruction. Most
are still out there, and provide an opportunity to visit ar-
eas of Berkshire County that we may not be familiar with.

We used a variety of items to help with the search. A
GPS, compass, shovel, measuring tape, a map with the
location of the mark plotted, and a local street map were
all used in the search. The GPS, compass, and measur-
ing tape are used in conjunction with the location informa-
tion on the sheet describing the mark location. The street
map helps get you into the general area of the mark
shown on the map with the point plotted on it.

We will be continuing our search in the spring, possibly in
the southern part of the county. Hillary and | have noticed
a lot of the marks in the woods, while we are out hiking.
We will be recording them as we come upon them in the
future. Come and join us for an enjoyable time.

Lt/C Carl Filios, AP

(Commander’s Message continued from page 1)

dled by a lot of people, and a slide presentation of his
world wide travels. Tom says that his slides and videos
pick up the local flavor in each country and convey the
scale and excitement of the World Championships.

| also have a few shots of Tom’s stunning victory at
Watch Hill. [ed note: Rich’s too...]

The third event is our Safe Boating Day at the Controy
Pavilion on Onota Lake, on Sunday, June 12 from
11:00am to 8:00pm. Admission is free, food and bever-
ages will be sold and we will once again offer free safe
boat rides, a sand sculpture contest, poster contest, and
boating related crafts and games. Plus, once again, a
bunch of kids (we had about 40 last year) will build and
race two dragon boats.

| bumped into Carl and Kim Bolio last Sunday and they
asked me about the date for Safe Boating Day. Carl and
Kim are not members but were there for the whole day
and were a tremendous help. Carl's help with the young
dragon boat builders was indispensable. The Bolio's
have generously offered their time and talents once again
this year.

And finally our fourth event, before our summer of rest, is
the Berkshire Sail and Power Squadron's entry in this
years Fourth of July Parade. Last year the theme of the
parade was "Memories", and we simply took our two 22
foot long dragon boats that the kids had built at the Safe
Boating Day, put them on wheels and had the kids who
built them pull them along the parade route. Each dragon
boat had a large cartoon balloon near its head as if the
dragon were speaking, and the spectators on each side of
the street were able to read, "Hello. I'm a dragon boat.
About 40 kids built and raced me on Onota Lake, June 5,
2004." Underneath the dragon boat, hiding the wheels
were blue waves of water and a sign saying, "Berkshire
Sail and Power Squadron, Creating Tomorrow's Memo-
ries Today"

May you all have safe travels on and off the water, and |
hope to see you at a few of our events. Join us in creat-
ing great memories for tomorrow.

Cdr "Please fire me" Frank J. DeBaggis, AP
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Nomination Committee Report
(2005-2006)

In accordance with Section 9:3 of the Squadron By Laws, the Nomi-
nating Committee herewith submits the following list of Squadron offi-
cers and members to be elected by the membership, Saturday, APRIL
2, 2005.

BRIDGE OFFICERS:

Commander Frank J. DeBaggis, AP
Executive Officer Richard E. Gore, Jr., AP
Education Officer Wayne A. Joseph, SN
Administrative Officer Roy Goldsmith, P
Secretary Carl E. Filios, AP
Treasurer John M. Garinther, S

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Ass't Education Officer Leo O. Robillard, SN
Tena DeBaggis, AP Mark S. Kenyon, AP
Robert J. Flynn, AP Thomas M. Ostrowski, P
Peter J. Charpentier, S Donald Rochelo, AP

GENERAL COMMITTEES:
Auditing John A. Green, AP (Chair)
Kevin T. Haynes (2 yr)
Mark S. Kenyon, AP(3 yr)

Rules G. Richard Stidger, SN (Chair)
Leo O. Robillard, SN (2 yr)
To be nominated from the floor(3 yr)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 2006:
Tena DeBaggis, AP (Chair)
G. Richard Stidger, SN (2 yr)
To be nominated from the floor(3 yr)

In accordance with our Squadron by-laws, the above slate is pre-
sented to the membership 30 days prior to election. Anyone who
wishes to propose other nominees may do so by notifying the secre-
tary IN WRITING AT LEAST 15 DAYS BEFORE ELECTION.

Our secretary is Carl E. Filios, AP, at 75 Glory Drive, Pittsfield, MA
01201.

Welcome Aboard!

We are pleased to welcome Michael G. Beals, Albert
J. Cimini, Paul J. Kelly, Susan H. Gore and Donna
Rochelo as members into Berkshire Sail & Power
Squadron.

We wish you success in your educational challenges
and look forward to meeting you at our social events!

Merit Marks

The only compensation active and family
members receive for the substantial effort
they personally perform that furthers the
interests, programs and objectives of USPS,
its districts and squadrons, is a merit mark
awarded by the National Chief Commander.
A member may receive only one merit mark
in a calendar year regardless of the amount
of work accomplished. A merit mark cannot
be bought; actual personal service performed
by the member is the criterion of work
accomplished.

The following 23 members have earned a
merit mark for 2004. The total number of
merit marks held by all of our members is
479.
Alfred L. Burbank, SN
John W. Clayton, SN
Susan L. Darcy, JN
Christina DeBaggis, AP
Frank J. DeBaggis, AP
Carl E. Filios, AP
John M. Garinther, P
D. Roy Goldsmith, P
Debbie Goldsmith, P
Richard E. Gore, Jr., AP
Sue Gore
Jack E. Houghton, S
Wayne A. Joseph, SN
Frederick A. Mason, SN
Leo O. Robillard, SN
Maria S. C. Robillard
Donald Rochelo, P
Donna Rochelo
James P. Scalise, SN
Robert L. Schuler, N
Ralph J. Schulman, AP
G. Richard Stidger, SN
Donald R. Tinney, AP

Sadly, there are many more people that
contribute substantially to our squadron that
are not listed here. The reason for their
absence is that they are not an active or a
family member. For those people | can only
award a Certificate of Appreciation for their
generous service.

Thanks to all for all that you do!

Cdr Frank J. DeBaggis, AP
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UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS o

Berkshire Squadron is one of 17 squadrons in D2 to
receive the National Distinction in Journalism Award for
our publication, BERKSHIRE LOG. This award is for the
quality and content of our newsletter during the 2004
year. We are permitted to display the award seal shown
above in our newsletters during the 2005 year.

This award is made by the National Publications
Committee who reads all the newsletters that are
published by squadrons and districts and judges them on
the following basis:

Content/Quality

Messages by the Commander and/or Bridge

Articles on education —motivation, achievements, info
Civic Articles —boating classes, co-op charting
Squadron activities—social, boating activities, events
Items encouraging membership involvement/retention
Safety articles

Coverage of district activities and meetings

Coverage of national activities and meetings

Boating articles of general interest

Style/Layout
Overall appearance, ease of use

o Effective use of art and photographs

e Avoids typos and poor grammar

¢ Includes contact information for key people
Interest

e |s the newsletter interesting to read?

Points are scored in each category and an award is made
on the total score for 4 or more issues in a publication
year.

P/C G. Richard Stidger, SN
Editor

2005 BOAT SHOW TRIP
Saturday, February 19th

For 2005 we are planning another boat show trip. This
time we are going to go to Boston to the New England
Boat Show. This show is at the Bayside Exposition Cen-
ter. We are planning on going Saturday February 19".
The cost for the trip is $10.00 for the ticket into the show
and $38.00 for the bus. We are advertising this to the
public and to all of the people who took the Safe Boating
Course this past year. The bus will have pick ups in Pitts-
field, Lenox and Lee like last year. We usually leave
around 7:00am and get back around 10:00pm.

If you would like to go please give me a call on my cell
phone at 413-441-7036.

Thanks and look forward to going to the show with you.

Lt/C Rick Gore, AP
Executive Officer

Congratulations Graduates!

Congratulations to all the following students on their
educational achievements!

Piloting (Chair Jack Clayton, SN):
John Holden, P
David Trudeau, P
Dennis Turner, P

Cruise Planning (Chair Susan Darcy, JN):
Carl Filios, AP
Peter Charpentier, S
Tena DeBaggis, AP
Leo Robillard, SN
Maria Robillard
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BERKSHIRE SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON

ANNUAL CHANGE OF THE WATCH
“OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW”

SATURDAY, APRIL 2

LENOX 218 RESTAURANT
218 MAIN STREET
LENOX, MA

COCKTAILS AT 6:00

(CASH BAR)

DINNER AT 7:00

CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING ENTREES:
CHICKEN AMANDINE
ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF AU JUS
BAKED STUFFED SHRIMP WITH SEAFOOD STUFFING
POACHED SALMON WITH ROASTED RED PEPPER SAUCE

$ 28.00 PER PERSON
(INCLUDES TAX AND GRATUITY)

TO RESERVE FOR THIS EVENT PLEASE SEND A CHECK MADE OUT
TO BERKSHIRE SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON WITH MENU
CHOICES BY MARCH 25 TO:

ROY GOLDSMITH
479 UNDER MOUNTAIN RD.

LENOX, MA 01240
(ANY QUESTIONS, ROY or DEB at 413-637-1971)
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The Log of SANTARELLA:

Jan 2,'05

Baltic 40

Shennecossett Y.C., Groton CT
Master: James P. (Phil) Scalise

PROLOGUE: T had planned a trip to Florida with
my Baltic 40 Santarella from the Spring of '04.
The purpose of the trip was to make Santarella
available in Florida for the Winter of 04-05 to
race in the warm waters of Florida, the Keys,
and the Bahamas.

The racing schedule began in mid November with
the "Lipton Cup” in New Smyrna, "Lauderdale to
Palm Beach” in early December; "Lauderdale to
Key West" in January; "Miami SORC" in early March;
“Miami to Nassau” in late March; and finishes with pos-
sibly "Charleston Race Week" in early April on the way
home.

The trip south was to be sailed on the "OUTSIDE".
This means offshore all the way. I had already done
the "WATERWAY" both south and north and had
found that the "INTRACOASTAL" route could be very
interesting, but long and arduous. Finding an anchor-
age or dock every evening; making only 60 miles per
day, while navigating a ftortuous channel or river; and
taking some three-four weeks to accomplish the deliv-
ery was a much longer schedule than I wished to deal
with.

The "“Outside Route” was to run from Groton, CT
(Shennecossett Yacht Club, Santarella’s summer home)
to Cape May NJ: thence from Cape May to Norfolk,
VA; thence from Norfolk, going outside of Cape Hat-
teras, to Charleston, SC; and finally from Charleston
to Cape Canaveral, FL.

The trip was to begin on or about September 15™ - the
thick of Hurricane Season. The reason for the early
start was to avoid the cold and blustery weather of
October. September, without hurricanes, is quite
pleasant, with warm windy days and cool nights. I
could not have possibly anticipated that four major
hurricanes would rip up through Florida, the southeast
states and the Carolinas in the fall of '04.

We waited impatiently in Pittsfield for “Hurricane

Charlie" to pass which ultimately hit Punta Gorda FL
head-on. Then "Hurricane Frances” which devastated
the East Coast of Florida from Port St Lucie all the
way to Daytona. Then Ivan was born and traveled up
the west coast of Florida to devastate the gulf coast
of Florida, the southeast states and the Carolinas.
Finally Jeanne meandered around the north Atlantic
Ocean for about a week to ultimately hit the east
coast of Florida in essentially the same locations as
Frances and only three weeks after Frances had
wreaked major havoc on the Florida East Coast.

We watched all of the weather activity and deter-
mined that once Ivan had gone out fo sea, about the
week of September 15™, that we had a good weather
window to at least make a run for Norfolk, VA. This
did not happen as planned and the schedule was moved
up a week from September 15™ to September 21°'.

The crew consisted of myself, an experienced off-
shore sailor and veteran of two Bermuda Races, Dr.
Floyd Bryan, an experienced, longtime offshore sailor
whom I had been sailing with at the Melbourne Y.C. in
Melbourne, FL. Will Garvey, an experienced racing
sailor and retired executive from Chicago, IL; and
Simon Koumjian, also an experienced sailor from the
Melbourne Y.C. and retired Architect from Philadel-
phia. This was a good crew which would give any skip-
per a real level of comfort.

The crew flew from Melbourne, FL to Albany, NY on
Monday, September 20™ and I picked them up in Al-
(Continued on page 9)
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Deb’s Bass

2004 was a wonderful year for fishing for us. Last spring
we moved the home port of the Mack Attack to Silver
Spring Marina in Wakefield, RI; that's the North end of
Point Judith Pond. Although we had boated in Rhode
Island many times, having a slip there afforded us the
ability to explore much more of the area.

Fluke, Porgy, Black sea bass, Bluefish and Striped bass
are a few of the regulars on our boat. One of our favorite
to fish for is Striped bass. The places we like best are the
many rips, ledges and holes off Block Island. We had
many enjoyable nights drifting eels and fighting stripers.
But one of our most memorable nights was in mid-
September when we boated six Striped bass between 38
and 47 inches. | was lucky enough to have the 47" 40 Ib.
pick my eel for his dinner. It was probably only 10 min-
utes of the fish taking line out and then me retrieving it
back in, but it felt like an hour. With this fish to my credit |
get the dubious honor of having “The Family Record
Striped Bass for 2004” award. That means | get to talk
about it all winter and they have to listen to me!

Deb Goldsmith, P

Page 8

VSCorner

GREAT NEWS! We have received 40 2005 decals — al-
most double what we received in the past. | mailed some
to Don Tinney since he does inspections early in the year.
If any other VE needs decals before June 1%, please let
me know and I'll mail them.

We did not receive any other forms or brochures. Let me
know if you need additional 204 forms, or any other ves-
sel safety brochures, and I'll order them.

It would be fabulous if we used all of our 2005 decals. If
everyone performed just one more inspection for every
four they did last year, we would accomplish this. It would
“make my day” to have to order more decals.

If any BSPS member is interested in becoming a VESSEL
EXAMINER, e-mail me at anibob@juno.com to schedule
training.

Lt Robert Schuler, N
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(Continued from page 7)

bany and delivered them to my house in Pittsfield.
Lois, my gracious wife cooked us all a wonderful dinner
and we discussed the trip, the hurricanes and the op-
tions available to us for the trip.

THE TRIP: Lois, drove us to Groton, CT early Tuesday
morning on September 21°" and we shoved off about
10:00am from Shennecossett and headed for Cape
May, NJ, some 230nm down the coast. We motored
for about the first hour, with a light southeasterly
breeze on our nose, due south to Race Rock. As we
turned at Race Rock for Montauk, NY the breeze
freshened and backed slightly into the east. We set
the main and #3 Jib close-hauled and motor-sailed to
Montauk. As we turned the point at Montauk for Cape
May the breeze freshened further to 15-16 knots, now
slightly aft of the beam and we set the gennaker,
killed the engine and headed for Cape May. It was a
cool, sunny, fall day with a 3-4 ft swell running and the
conditions were absolutely great. These offshore sail-
ing conditions were exactly the conditions that San-
tarella was designed for and she slipped along at 7 plus
knots with only a moderate heel and little or no helm.

The conditions at sea are ever changing. We sailed
with the gennaker on a broad reach until late after-
noon. The breeze died and we struck the gennaker
(which was rigged with a spinnaker sock) and we chose
to motorsail with the main only. We continued to mo-
torsail through the night and well into the next day
with still no sign of wind and the sea like glass with
long gentle swells. In order to make the run all the
way to Norfolk we would need to refuel if the present
conditions continued. The decision was then made to
put into Atlantic City, in that it was an easy in and out
and the fuel dock was easy access. By 4:00pm we had
reached Atlantic City. We tied up at the fuel dock;
refueled; filled the water tanks and hosed the boat
down. By 5:00pm we were heading back out to sea.

The run from Atlantic City to Norfolk is about 170nm.
This is about a day's sail for Santarella. As we left
Atlantic City the afternoon sea breeze filled-in and we
sailed Santarella with the main and #3 Jib until about
8:00pm. Again the breeze died and we motorsailed
with the main all through the night and arrived at the
mouth of the Chesapeake (opposite Cape Charles) in
early afternoon. We thought we had arrived except

knew well that the run from Cape Charles northwest to
Hampton Roads (the mouth of Norfolk Harbor) was
about 20nm further. The shipping traffic, anchored
ships and recreational boat traffic was substantial.
Entering the mouth of the Chesapeake requires de-
tailed attention to navigation. Fortunately, Santarella
has Raytheon Radar/Chartplotters both at the nav and
steering station. This allows constant and detailed
monitoring of our position and other vessels and pro-
vides a high degree of safety in navigating entrance
channels of this type. It was our intention to find a
dock in the Hampton Roads area and evaluate the
weather situation, namely Hurricane Jeanne, before
we continued south.

We found a dock available at Blue Water Yachting
Center in Hampton VA, about 2nm north of Fort Mon-
roe (which is at the mouth of the harbor.) This facil-
ity is brand new and is a first class marina with float-
ing docks; a wonderful seafood restaurant; showers,
laundry, etc. It cost us $40 per night, which is proba-
bly the off season rate.

At this juncture, we investigated the weather and dis-
covered that Hurricane Jeanne had circled south
through the Atlantic and was heading for Florida. And
in addition might very well hit Florida and continue up
the east coast. Based on this information we decided
to wait out the hurricane at Blue Water Yachting Cen-
ter in Hampton, VA.

Fortunately, Will Garvey, on the crew had just bought
a house on Dividing Creek in the Chesapeake (about
halfway up the bay) and only an hour by car. His wife
Nancy was there and agreed to put up and feed four
sailors for a few days. She picked us up at the dock
and pampered us for four days. Having four guys rat-
tling around your house, I am sure was not an easy
task.

This was a great stay as we used our fime to visit
maritime museums and historic sites in the Chesapeake
area and had a great time.

In the meantime, and only three weeks after Hurri-
cane Frances, Hurricane Jeanne was devastating the
east coast of Florida. (including our condominium in
Melbourne, FL) for the second time. We all decided to

(Continued on page 11)
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INFLATABLE PFD MAINTENANCE

Unlike conventional PFDs, inflatable PFDs require consid-
erably more maintenance to insure they'll work when
needed.

As with conventional PFDs, regularly inspect the outer
jacket for tears, abrasions or any signs of deterioration.
Also check the straps and their buckles for wear and corro-
sion.

The most important test for an inflatable PFD is to insure
the bladder does not leak. It is advisable to remove the
CO2 cartridge before this these tests so it can't inadver-
tently discharge with the vest already inflated. The sim-
plest procedure is to inflate the jacket until you can
squeeze it and have your fingers just touch. Leave the
jacket for 24 hours and squeeze it again. If it appears to
have lost any pressure, leave it for another day or two and
again recheck the pressure. Here in the Berkshires, the
best test is to manually inflate the PFD in the fall and leave
it inflated until spring. This method also helps to minimize
cracking which can occur if the bladder is left folded for ex-
tended periods of time. If you suspect the bladder is leak-
ing, contact the manufacturer for recommended corrective
action.

While conducting the bladder “leak test,” check the CO2
cylinder for any signs of corrosion or nozzle deformation. If
any degradation is evident, the cylinder should be replaced.
In addition, weigh it to insure that the weight matches
what's stamped on the cylinder. Before reinstalling the cyl-
inder, you should coat it with Vaseline or other material to
minimize corrosion.

The third item that needs to be checked is the automatic
inflator mechanism. These vary by manufacturer and the
type of inflatable vest you have. You'll need to check the
information that comes with your particular PFD. Gener-
ally, you are looking for a green, rather than red (pin or tab)
that indicates the unit is ready. You may also be looking for
an exposed red stripe, which could indicate an empty gas
cylinder. As always, green means GO and anything RED
indicates either your inflator needs repair, or you're gas
cylinder should be replaced.

If you should need to replace any of these parts, it's recom-
mended that you buy the manufacturer’'s replacement.
That way you're assured the parts are the correct size and
will fit.

Lt Robert Schuler, N

Now here is a vessel that you
might give a second thought
before you anchor next to
him.

We had no problem last sum-
mer in Newport, but the name
suggests that these sailors
might benefit from our USPS
Educational Courses.
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fly out of Hampton, VA. to assess the damage to our
homes in Florida.

Hurricane Jeanne had wreaked havoc on the central
east coast of Florida. Our beachside condo was
flooded with water and sand , sliding glass doors bent
open, efc. We all commenced to cleanup and
straighten up our homes as best we could with no elec-
tricity for a few days. The crew then boarded a plane
in Melbourne and headed back to Hampton, VA and the
boat.

We arrived back in Hampton, VA on Saturday October
2", and Will's wife Nancy picked us up at the airport
and brought us to the house at Dividing Creek. All of
our wives had flown back to Virginia with us. We en-
joyed a wonderful dinner at a local restaurant and
then spent the night at the Dividing Creek house.

At this point in time we had spent one and a half days
sailing from Groton fo Atlantic City and another day
from Atlantic City to Norfolk for a total of two and
one half days on the water. We had been at the dock
in Hampton, VA for about four days waiting for Hurri-
cane Jeanne to pass and another two days in Florida
cleaning up the mess from Hurricane Jeanne. As impa-
tient as we were fo continue , this had been the right
decision to make under the circumstances and condi-
tions.

On Sunday October 7™ at about noon we departed
Blue Water Yachting Center in Hampton, VA and
headed for Charleston. We also took on an additional
crew member, John Geraci of Melbourne, FL, an ex-
perienced offshore cruiser and sailor. It was a gray
overcast day with an 18 knot wind blowing out of the
northeast. We were close-hauled sailing down the
Chesapeake and past the Chesapeake Bridge Tunnel in
a 5 to 6 foot chop. Huge container ships were passing
us as we hugged the edge of the channel trying to stay
out of the way. Guess who had the right of way????
We finally sailed past Virginia Beach, anchored con-
tainer ships and cracked off to a beam reach heading
for Diamond Shoals at the outmost point of Cape Hat-
teras. The weather forecast had predicted a high
pressure moving through the area which gave us the
northeast and then easterly winds and finally died out
about 10:00pm. Again we motorsailed with the main

through the night.

The distance from Norfolk to Charleston is about 440
nm. This represented to us about a two and one half
to three day trip, depending upon conditions.

We motorsailed Sunday night, Monday, Tuesday , and
arrived outside Charleston Harbor about 2:00am on
Wednesday morning. There were several ships an-
chored outside the harbor at the entrance and ships
entering and leaving the harbor and fishing boat activ-
ity, both commercial and recreational. The radar/
chartplotter with MARPA Tracking allowed us to track
all of this activity as to speed, direction course, etc.
This is a "must have" feature. At about 3 miles out of
the harbor, naturally the wind picked up to about 20
knots out of the east and the seas began to build to
3'-5' feet. The radar/chartplotter lost its FIX and we
hove-to and decided to fix the problem. Fortunately
we had John Geraci on board who is a whiz at electron-
ics. He jury rigged the Garmin Handheld GPS to the
Raytheon Chartplotter to provide “position” in about an
hour and we continued into the harbor. Charleston
Harbor is quite large and open and I plotted a course
southwesterly to the Charleston Municipal Marina.
This is also a first class facility with floating docks,
restaurant, bus and taxi service, fuel, and showers.
This marina was not in off-season and the rate was
about $110.00 a night. Fortunately, we only stayed one
night. Charleston is an absolutely wonderful place to
spend a few days with restaurants, shops, and history.
Lois and I went back to Charleston in early November
and spent four days there and had an absolutely won-
derful time.

At this juncture in Charleston, we changed crew. Will
Garvey & John Geraci got off the boat to drive back
to Florida. Jim Miller of Melbourne, FL, a Real Estate
Appraiser, experienced offshore racing sailor and
overall winner of the '04 Lauderdale to Key West Race
got on the boat to sail to Canaveral with us.

We left the dock in Charleston at about 9:00 AM on
Thursday, October 7™ and headed for Port Canaveral,
FL. The distance to Port Canaveral from Charleston by
boat is 280nm. The distance from Charleston to Port
Canaveral by road is about 350 miles. We were cutting
the corner off and would be about 85-90nm offshore

(Continued on page 12)
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opposite Fernandina Beach at the Florida/Georgia bor-
der. This would also put us on the edge of the gulf
stream. The gulf stream has about a 3 knot current at
its center and is 50 to 80 miles wide. The center of
the stream is shown on most NOAA charts. Its exact
location and width is a moving target. The way to tell
if you are in the stream is water temperature and cur-
rent. The stream is usually about 78 to 81 °F and if
you have a "Speed Over the Ground” (SOG) on your
instruments or GPS and a boat speed instrument you
can determine whether you have current , either ad-
verse or favorable.

We left Charleston Harbor and set the main and #3
Jib and sailed with the wind on the beam at about 18-
20 knots all day Thursday, Thursday night, all day Fri-
day and arrived at Port Canaveral and tied up at the
dock at 9:00pm at the Cape Marina in Port Canaveral.
We had traveled 280 nm in 36 hours and all under sail.
"WHAT A RIDE". The weather system had stalled
right over us and we had wind all the way. About oppo-
site Brunswick, GA We ran into a one knot adverse
current and immediately began to fall off back to-
wards the east coast to avoid this. I had been too
greedy on cutting the corner off and had run smack
info the edge of the gulf stream. After about 50
miles we finally ran out of the current. We had still
done well. Our average speed was about 7.8 knots for
this portion of the trip, strictly under sail. The wind
veered into our face about 65 miles from Port Canav-
eral and we were close hauled the remaining distance,
slogging against 23-25 knot winds and 8-10 foot seas.
This wasn't quite as much fun as the first part of this
run. We entered Port Canaveral in the dark and it is a
relatively straightforward approach, well marked and
well lit. Again, having the proper navigation electron-
ics on board to aid night approaches is invaluable.
Sometimes learning how to use the electronics prop-
erly and to its full capabilities is not so easy. It has
taken me years.

So, Santarella is tied up safely in a snug slip at the
Cocoa Beach Y.C. at Port Canaveral, Florida. She has
already been to Fort Lauderdale, Palm Beach and will
soon be going to Key West. Hopefully we will make all
of the planned racing activities and have a good trip
home.

I have followed my dreams in these small endeavors of
mine and I am having an absolutely wonderful time. I
wish all of you the same good luck and good times as I
have had and may you all have the wind at your back.

Regards
Phil Scalise SN

ROSTER UPDATE

The names and contact information below should be
added to your copy of the our Squadron Roster that was
published in September-October last year. A new issue
is planned for distribution later this year.

Michael G. Beals E213772
235 Columbus St

Adams, MA 01220

H: 413 743-0907

B: 413 743-9934

Lynn

eMail: mgbeals@netzero.com
Power

Albert J. Cimini E213774
PO Box 4862

Pittsfield, MA 01201

H: 413 442-2844

B: 413 499-3368

Donna

eMail:

WOLFEBORO 8704 Power

Susan H. Gore F050439

70 Fairview St

Lee, MA 01238

H: 413 243-2273

B: 413 243-1273

Richard

eMail: sue.gore@leeaudio.net

Paul J. Kelly E213773

636 Pecks Rd

Pittsfield, MA 01201

H: 413 499-7287

B: 413 637-1750

eMail: pkellyl2@berkshire.rr.com
HOLDER Power

Donna Rochelo F050440

323 Red Barn Rd (new address for Don too)
Dalton, MA 01226

H: 413 443-7553

B:
Donald

eMail: saint90210@aol.com




