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Commander's Message

The next meeting will be Tuesday 8 April, 2008 starting at 19:00 at the American Legion in Plattsburgh. We have a
lot to cover and plans to be made. Please plan on attending.
Cdr. Mike Stephenson.

Educational Report

It is hard to remember, bot I believe that [ have been SEO for the Champlain Power Squadron for five years.
During that time and the five years before, when I was just a member, the organization has seen many changes. In
general USPS National organization, and the Champlain Power squadron have lost membership. There were about
sixty members in our squadron in 1998, and now we are in our thirties. This loss is a dilemma for most all American
organizations, Rotary, Kiwanis, Knights of Columbus, etc.. There are challenges to our prime product
EDUCATION! The USPS Basic Boating Course is the best there is bar none! It is difficult to as students to set aside
one night a week for 7-8 weeks, 2-3 hours a night for $50-75 when they have other attractive alternatives. There are
one day courses given by many different organizations. There are online courses and Government sponsored PWC
courses.

The National USPS has responded by changing tract. America's Bating Course, a one day course is available. There
are seminar series pen to members and non members, covering a variety of subjects. Our courses have been
augmented by professional Power Point Presentations, for greater clarity and detail.

National USPS is cooperating with other boating organizations, such as Coast Guard Auxiliary to promote boating
safety. This year a new Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla has formed in Plattsburgh, with some of our members belong
to both the CG. Aux. And Champlain Power Squadron. The members of the Flotilla could join with our members





