v 2005

DR FRATT PENER SOMINONT

Q\a
CROSS CURRENTS

Newsletter of the Cross County Power Squadron, aunit of the United States Power Squadrons®, District 2

Volume XLXI March 2006 Number 1

COMMANDER'S MESSAGE - Teresa F. Hennelly, P.

What a long strange winter it has been! The weather is so unpredictable, the
politics all too predictable. Now that we have turned the clocks ahead and
celebrated our own Change of Watch we can move on with a new Bridge
and some new ideas.

Our attention primarily is directed at the District 2 Change of Watch when
D/Lt/C Suzanne P. Nentwich, AP, will be pledged in as District Com-
mander the weekend of 31March - 2April, 2006. | trust you have all made
your reservations and plan to attend the festivities to honor one of our own.

It was pleasure meeting Candyce C. Corcoran, S, new Commander of the
Westchester Power Squadron. Both of us being novices at this game,
we're out to experiment with some different ideas. Candy graciously invited
our squadron to their meeting on 20 April at the Orienta Yacht Club. The
speaker will be Greg Cirillo, the owner of the Precision Marine Center,
New Rochelle. He will be talking about engine maintenance. What to look for, what to do and what not to do
before getting your boat"commissioned. We plan alternating meetings with guest speakersin the future since we
are both small squadrons. Any new ideas are welcome or any old ideas that haven't worked lately can be res-
urrected.

The following is an article that was written for me in the North Fork Magazine with the assistance of Terri Bald-
win, Editor and daughter.

After the storm, we listened to the news reports from afar. We didn't know what to expect when we drove up to
the house on the cliffs. As of last summer, the house had a commanding view of the Sound and an ample spread
of sand between the edge of the cliff and the house. This little sliver of beach was hard won. Y ears of planting,
bulkheading, transplanting, and terracing gave us this wonderful perch. We had a table, chairs, lounges and
even a small vegetable garden there. This was the best place to catch the breezes and toast so many beautiful
sunsets.

After the storm, we found that nature has her own will. We were lucky in that we did not experience her will as
wrath. Instead, she gave us a reality check: the sandy top layer of the cliffs became sodden with the summer
rains, causing the heavy sand to slide down the clay base - taking cliff tops, bulkheads and stairways down in
the process. It was as if the cliffs opened up to receive these things and distribute them in disarray.

We salvaged what we could, but something is always lost or left behind. It was now time to realize that what we
see one day is not what we'll get the next, that our grand designs are fragile and fleeting. In spite of Provi-

dence, caution and good insurance, things we value can disappear in a nanosecond and we'd better accept the
tough reality that things can disappear in time.

After the storm, all we can do is appreciate what we've had and what does remain.

Together we will move on and keep this ship afloat.



We regret having to announce the recent pass-
ing of long time member Nino Locascio, P. Al-
though living in Forida, Nino maintained his
membership in our Squadron.

We also regret the passing of Antoinette Arrigo,
mother of Andrea Pizzuti and mother-in-law of
Lt Joseph N. Pizzuti, AP.

Our condolences to both families.

On a happier note, congratulations to Lt Robert L.
Verona, AP for receiving the Educational Proficiency
Award. This recognition is given to those members
who have attained the grade of AP and in addition,
successfully completed four elective courses.

Mar ch Birthdays:

Earl Millett, 1st

Marcia Sklar, 1st

Nettie Goldstein, 9th
Suzanne P. Nentwich, 12th
Joyce Riess, 18th

Miriam G. Stevens, 26th
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MESSAGE FROM THE SEO
Lt/C Mdvin Goldstein, AP

Our spring Public boating Class isin full swing
with instructor Lt/C Howard A. Sklar, AP tak-
ing over for yours truly. We have eight regis-
tered students plus one and maybe more stu-
dents from our fall class who wish to brush up
on their charting skills. Thanks to P/C Virginia
P. Moore, P who helps with the registration and
refreshments, P/IC Paul H. Wieland, AP who
helps with the educational materials, Assistant
SEO Guido Dattaro, SN who aso helps with
refreshments; Lt Joseph N. Pizzuti, AP who
helps add his personal experiences to the class-
room work and Lt/C John A. Wiegers, AP who
helps the dower students stay up on the class
material.

On another subject, it may be of interest to
readers that the New York State Legidature has
a number of bills in committee relating to man-
datory boating safety certificates. One of these
covers al boaters; the other only those under
the age of eighteen. Who knows—maybe one
of these days we may be swamped (not to make
a pun) with students for our Public Boating
Class.

Also, attention al members with a grade of AP.
If you are interested in taking the N Course,

P/D/C Robert E. Bearddey has offered to teach.
Please let Bob or me know if you are interested.

FRATERNAL
BOATING CLUB

Activities Calendar
March 2006 - May 2006

9 March, Thursday, Annua Change of Watch.
John Fogarty’s Towne Tavern, Bronxville, NY at 1900.

31 March - 2 April, Friday - Sunday, D/2 Spring Conference,
Crowne Plaza Hotel, White Plains, N.Y .

6 April, Thursday, General Mesting at the New Rochelle
Municipal Marina at 2000.
Program: TBA

27 April, Thursday, Executive Committee Meeting at the New
Rochelle Municipa Marina at 2000.

4 May, Thursday, General Meeting at the New Rochelle
Municipal Marina at 2000.

Program: TBA

20-26 May, Sat-Fri, National Safe Boating Week.

25 May, Thursday, Executive Committee Meeting at the New
Rochelle Municipa Marina at 2000.

SRR AR ¢

Our continued thanks to P/Lt/C Donald A. Bernard, P, for his

generosity in providing the printing and mailing of Cross Currents.

CROSS CURRENTS is an official publication of the
Cross County Power Squadron, a Unit of the United
States Power Squadrons®

Members are encouraged to submit material for publication
in CROSS CURRENTS.

The Editor reserves the right to edit articles as needed. The
views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the
views of the Cross County Power Squadron , The United
States Power Squadrons® or its editors.

To submit articles and comments, contact
Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP, Co-Editor,
(914)337-4026 or iluvtouche@aol.com

Lt/C Peggy E. Howland, P, Co-Editor
Lt Paul H. Wieland, AP, Associate Editor
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT —P/C Arthur Steiner, P

Today ("Presidents Day & also my own birthday!) is the last day of the humongous Miami Boat
Show and it will never cease to amaze me that the thrust of this show is on the "bi?gie" motor yachts.
Why am | amazed? Simply because at certain levels of society, there's no fear of the escalated cost
of fuel and the obvious shortage of marina facility to house them. Government smiles on the tax
money generated by these craft, but routinel?/ allows proper marine based business to be supplanted
by "waterfront” housing. Talk to your local legislators to put a stop to this or soon, boating will be
limited to trailer-boating!

The State of Georgia has sounded an alarm, reporting that the ICW (Intra- Coastal Waterway) has, in
some places, a depth of only 2.5 feet! They point out that despite their willingness to dredge; they've
received absolutely no Federal funding. This problem could, effectively, shut down a heavily used
section of the ICW to not only pleasure boating, but to all the commercial users.

NOAA is now using the latest technology to upgrade its charts. Information on current charts may
date from prior to 1940 and, at best from 1998. Unfortunately, the results of their soundings will not
be available for a longtime and when finally published, might well be inaccurate!

The Coast Guard has announced that it will transfer the operation of its five South Shore (Long Is-
land) stations from the current Moriches base to its New Haven base. New Haven currently con-
trols the Eatons Neck Station. There is a con-siderable upset on the South Shore over this. The ra-
tionale is simply that there are many areas with local names and when a call for assistance is made
from one of these spots, the probability is that the watch-stander in New Haven wouldn't recognize
it. Having been attached to the Rockaway Point Station for almost three years of my USCG ser-
vice, | can well understand these fears.

Speaking of dredging, Old Saybrook, CT. is considering the purchase of its own dredge in order to
eliminate the long waits for Federal funds. They feel that they'll be able to recover much of their
costs by renting it out to other shore- front towns.

Again, remember that your vote really counts, and when you write to, or telephone, your legislator
about marine and yachting affairs, remind him (or her) that, probably, you are speaking on behalf of a
considerable number of voters!

To wind up on a happy note, this is the end of February, Spring outfitting is close at hand!!
B Rk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok g

A recent message from P/C Harvey Fink, SN (Dated 12/25/05)

Floridais great. The average temperature for the past couple of weeks has been in the mid sev-
enties. | arrived here in pompano beach two weeks ago and it took me about two minutes to get
used to the sun shining and the balmy breezes. My son accompanied me on the Auto Train,
where we had a large compartment with our own bathroom and shower. | had a comfortable
easy chair which made the ride down even more pleasant. On the Auto Train my car was
loaded onto a special section which was attached to our train so that it would arrive at the same
time that we did. We had a delightful dinner and breakfast which were excellent. The train left
at three o' clock Saturday and arrived at nine o’ clock in the AM on Sunday. The trip was very
comfortable and upon arriving in Sandford, Florida, we picked up our auto and drove here to
Pompano Beach. | am staying in a condo owned by a friend who used to have a boat in the
New Rochelle Municipa Marina. More |ater.

Harvey
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PHOTOS FROM CCPS COW
9 MARCH 2006
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Photos courtesy of
P/C VirginiaP. Moore, P
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