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VOICE FROM THE BRIDGE 

Where did the summer go? It certainly wasn’t much of a boating season, but maybe Mother Na-
ture will be kind to us this fall and keep the temperatures mild enough to do some boating before 
the frost arrives. 
 
Although summer is generally slow administratively for most squadrons, Cross County was busy 
taking part in a number of District and National activities. The D/2 Rendezvous and Summer 
Council in July was a lot of fun for those who attended. August brought the National Governing 
Board Meeting to our door step with meetings, presentations and activities in and around New 
York City. The September Annual Education Meeting had our own Lt/Cdr Mark F. Hennelly, S , 
speak on this year’s Around Long Island Race. It was very interesting to hear about the tactics 
used in the race to take advantage of wind and current conditions in trying to beat the competi-
tion. We also had Squadron representation at the recent Norwalk Boat Show. Members who vol-
unteer to man the USPS booth get free admission. Keep that in mind for next year. 
 
Our fall season starts with the Squadron Boating Course, 4 October, General Meeting 5 October 
and the D/2 Fall Conference in Albany on 20-22 October.  
 
So you can see there was plenty to do this summer if you were willing to participate.  
 
Come to meetings! Get involved! Take a class! 
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With deep regret we report the recent 
passing of our long time member  
P/C Frank A. Bizzoco, AP. 
 
Our sincerest condolences to Frank’s 
family. 
 
Frank will long be remembered for his 
many contributions to our Squadron.  He 
shall be missed by all who knew him. 



MESSAGE FROM THE SEO 
Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP 

 
A few weeks ago P/Lt/Cdr Stephen J. Martin, 
AP, gave the BoatSmart course to eight stu-
dents. Steve was summering at Catskill, NY 
and gave the course to local boaters; all passed. 
Thanks Steve for your interest and efforts on 
behalf of the Squadron. 
 
Our own fall edition of the Squadron Boating 
Course will start on Wednesday, 4 October, 
7:30—9:30 PM, Room A-353, at the 
Mamaroneck High School. P/C Howard A. 
Sklar, AP will again be the instructor. Proctors 
are needed. 
 
An Instructor Development Course will be 
started soon under the care of P/D/C Robert E. 
Beardsley, SN. If you are interested, contact 
Bob at (914) 779-5868.  
 
At our recent Exec Meeting I brought up the 
suggestion of the Squadron buying a digital 
projector to be used primarily for the Boating 
Course. Many squadrons have given up the 
overhead projector for the newer technology. 
Hooked up to a laptop computer it would make 
presentations simpler and more efficient for the 
instructor.  
 
P/C Arthur P. Reichling, SN and I have been 
directed to check on prices. National has made 
arrangements for discounts from some of the 
manufacturers, but we will check other sources 
as well. The cost of this device will be covered 
by funds saved from the D/2 Spring conference. 

Activities Calendar 
September - October 2006 

 
14 September, Thursday, Annual Education Meeting at the 
New Rochelle Municipal Marina at 2000. 
Program: Lt/C Mark F. Hennelly, S, “Racing Around Long 
Island”. 
 
28 September, Thursday, Executive Committee Meeting at the  
New Rochelle Municipal Marina at 2000. 
 
5 October, Thursday, General Meeting at the New Rochelle 
Municipal Marina at 2000. 
Program: Lt/C Peggy E. Howland, P, slide presentation 
“Scuba Diving Around the World”. 
 
20-22 October, Friday - Sunday, D/2 Fall Conference, Albany, 
NY, hosted by Mohawk-Hudson Squadron. 
 
26 October, Thursday, Executive Committee Meeting at the  
New Rochelle Municipal Marina at 2000. 
 
+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+ 

CROSS CURRENTS is an official publication of the 
Cross County Power Squadron, a Unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons® 

Members are encouraged to submit material for publication 
in CROSS CURRENTS. 

The Editor reserves the right to edit articles as needed. The 
views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the 
views of the Cross County Power Squadron , The United 
States Power Squadrons® or its editors. 

To submit articles and comments, contact        
Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP, Co-Editor,      
(914)337-4026 or iluvtouche@aol.com 

Lt/C Peggy E. Howland, P, Co-Editor 

Lt Paul H. Wieland, AP, Associate Editor 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT Part I - P/C Arthur Steiner, P 

I'm terribly sorry to have missed the Commander’s Party and "Fleet Blessing". - However I was pleased to 
note the participation of our neighboring Westchester Squadron in the affair. This makes for a good publicity 
source and certainly enhances the USPS image. Possibly, next year, the City Island Squadron can be included? 
We all share the same waters and problems. 
 
Our local newspaper has editorialized on the increase of boating accidents in Florida. Thirty-eight people died 
in the first six months! Almost 3/4's of the fatalities were from drowning and 77% of them were not wearing 
life jackets! Forty percent were blamed on alcohol or just plain carelessness. In view of these figures, which 
may indicate a national trend, I might suggest that all three local Squadrons get together on a prominent ad-
vertising campaign and list the time, date and location of their Boating Classes in a large advertisement. Addi-
tionally, and this may be part of the local programs now, boat dealers and marinas should be asked to help by 
posting information prominently.  
 

It's interesting to note that some of Hurricane Katrina’s destruction is being put to good use! A good number 
of live oak trees were downed during the storm. Mystic Seaport is now collecting these  fallen trees and is us-
ing this relatively scarce lumber in the rebuilding and repair of their historical vessels.  

 
The National Assn. of Marine Manufacturers (NMMA) has done a polling on the effect of high fuel prices and 
boat usage. They find that yachtsmen will give up or reduce other activities in order to afford boating! Forty-
five percent will cut back on dining out, another forty-five percent will pull back on  entertainment. Driving 
shows fifty-two percent and only TWENTY-FIVE percent will cut down on boat usage! 
 
SOUNDINGS magazine’s August issue features a long discussion on cruising the Peconic Bay area. This is a 
fairly frequent destination for many of our members and might be of interest to you. It makes me a little home-
sick!  

 
The "Long Island Sound Study" has released some interesting facts on progress, which is slow.  
Warmer water (caused by multiple factors) is primary. Colder water fish, such as winter flounder 
are diminishing and there has been no resurgence of oysters and lobsters since the huge die-offs  
of the 1990's. They divide the Sound into three sections - Western (Westchester to Bridgeport), Center and 
Eastern. Improvements were fair in the west, fair to good in the center and good in the eastern section. 
****************************************************************************************** 

New Rochelle Skyline 
from 

Long Island Sound. 

Photo credits, Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP 



LEGISLATIVE REPORT Part II - P/C Arthur Steiner, P 
 
Well ,  here  i t  i s ,  almost  summer’s  end and a l l  we have to look forward to here is  more 
warm weather .  
 
Remember ,  some t ime ago I  wrote  about  the  dangers  t h a t  the new "h igh- s p e e d " f e r r i e s  
c r ea t ed?  Wel l ,  i t ' s  happening!  Las t  August ,  of f  Quincy,  Mass . ,  a  boat  towing another  one  
broke down and anchored whi le  a t tempt ing to  make r e p a i r s ;  this  in  the face of  an oncom-
ing s torm. A fast  ferry zooming at  some 25/30 knots  and not  s lowing down,  a l t h o u g h v i s i -
b i l i t y had  reduced  to  about  15  f e e t ,  rammed them, s i nk ing one  boat  and  damaging  the  
o t h e r .  Lucki ly ,  a l l  the  people  on  the  two boats  jumped before  the  impact  and  no  one  was  
s e r i o u s l y  h u r t .  The Master  of  the  f e r r y was  c i t e d  for f ive  s e p a r a t e  s p e c i f i c  v i o l a t i o n s .  
 
Re l a t i ve  to  the  proposed LNG plant  for  Mid - Sound,  Save  the  Sound and Sound Al l iance  
are  combining t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n a c t i o n and are  mail ing some 10,000 informative f l y e r s  to 
r e s i d e n t s o f  the  a f f e c t e d  a r e a s .  Their  s l ogan : "Our  Water ,  Not  Broadwater ."  The p e r -
p e t u a t o r s  of  the  LNG p r o j e c t a re  a  combo of  Shel l  Oi l  and Trans  Canada.  
 

A f t e r  l a s t  year’s  d i s a s t r o u s  weather  down he re ,  I  d o n ' t l ike to  t a l k ,  but  so  f a r ,  t h i s  sea -
son has  been a  quiet  one.  We've had but  three  named s torms which have f i z z l e d down to 
moderate  r a i n  and  no  b ig  winds .  What  a re  the  insurance  com­panies  going  to  do  wi th  a l l  o f  
those  abo r t i ve  r a t e  r a i s e s  t hey 've  imposed on us  as  a  r e s u l t  of l a s t  years  "Wilma & 
Kat r ina?" 
 
I  had the p leasure  of  watching a  TV show on the Travel  Channel ,  a l l  about  these  m u l t i-
m i l l i o n d o l l a r " y a c h t s " which  inhab i t  F t .  Lauderda le  and  the  Medi te r ranean  shores  and  I  
keep asking myself  "where  are  a l l  t he  18  to  25  f o o t e r s  t ha t  I  grew up wi th?”  I t  would 
seem to  me that  these  seagoing p a l a c e s are  the  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  our  c u r r e n t  t a x laws.  For  
example ,  and  I  cer ta in ly  c a n ' t s ay  t h i s  for s u r e , t h e r e ' s  the  guy who wanted  a  b igg i e ,  no t  
only l u x u r i o u s ,  but  wi th  the  a b i l i t y  to  go a t  l e a s t  70 knots!  He c o u l d n ' t f ind a  yard t ha t  
would bui ld  i t ,  so  what  did he do but  c r e a t e  his  own yard with the s p e c i f i c  purpose  of  
bui lding his  dream,  which was accomplished!   Obvious ly ,  a  yard  c a n ' t  build j u s t one boat  
w i t h o u t  los ing i t s  s h i r t ,  so  what  happens?  Our  m u l t i- z i l l i o n a i r e  has  h imself  h is  dream-
boat  and an  even b e t t e r  t a x- l o s s !  Righ t?  And where  does  t h i s  tax  loss  end  up?  You ' re  
r i g h t ,  out  of  our  pocke t s !  Think about  i t  when you next  pay your income t a x ! !  
 

Think about  th is :  Samuel  Pepys,  t h e  mid - 17th century d i a r i s t  i s  quoted as  saying "I  know 
nothing that  can give a  b e t t e r not ion of  i n f i n i t y and e t e r n i t y than the being on the sea in 
a  l i t t l e  ve s se l without  anything in s ight  but  yourself  within the whole h e m i s p h e r e . " How 
do those "big guys" ever  a t t a i n  t h i s  f e e l i n g ?  
 
_ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _ + _  
 
The following was submitted by P/C Howard A. Sklar, AP, taken from the NY Post, dated 9 July 2006, page 70. 
Article by Ken Moran - Outdoors. 
 
Boaters in New York waters will be facing the same penalties for drunk driving as those behind the wheel of a car. State Senator John J. 
Flanagan (R-L.I.) and Assemblyman Thomas DiNapoli (D-L.I.) announced that legislation that would increase the penalties for those con-
victed of boating while intoxicated (BWI) has passed both houses of  the New York State Legislature. The legislation which the two law-
makers sponsored in their respective  houses, would bring the current penalties for BWI up to the level of  penalties faced by those con-
victed of drunk driving. The legislation will now be sent to Gov. Pataki for his signature. BWI convictions, typically have brought lighter 
sentences than similar DWI convictions. Under the legislation a first conviction for BWI would be a misdemeanor  which carries a sentence 
of up to one year instead of the current 90 days. The fine would increase from a minimum of $350 and a maximum of $500 to a  
range between $500 and $1,000. A second conviction in 10 years would rise to Class-E felony status with a sentence of up to four years in 
prison, and a third conviction would bring it up to a Class-D felony with a term of up to seven years in prison. In 2004, the mo st recent sta-
tistics available, there were about 520,00 registered boats in New York, with 178 boating accidents reported. Of the 18 boating accidents 
that resulted in deaths in New York that year, nearly 28 percent involved alcohol. 
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      Address Correction  
      Requested 

The following was submitted by P/C Paul H. Wieland, AP: 
 

Today is ours, let’s live it. 
And love is strong, let’s give it. 
A song can help, let’s sing it. 

And peace is dear, let’s bring it. 
The past is gone, don’t rue it. 
Our work is here, let’s do it. 

The world is wrong, let’s right it. 
The battle is hard, let’s fight it. 
The road is rough, let’s clear it. 

The future vast, don’t fear it. 
Is faith asleep, let’s wake it. 
Today is ours, let’s take it. 

 
—— Anonymous 


