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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE — Teresa F. Hennelly, P 
 
The month of May is special.  We celebrate our mothers and our veterans 
and our socialists.  But it is the delicacy of these days that emerge from a 
soggy April and are girding in anticipation of June’s shenanigans.  It is the 
showcase month for spring with cherry blossoms, magnolias, and flower-
ing spring bulbs.  Waterfowl have returned to their nests. Fathers and sons 
share quality time over their boats and yards.  Mom’s spring cleaning is 
winding down and the crops are almost in. Everything looks neat -- deli-
cate. 
 
I think this pause gives us a moment to go over the rules – and the best 
rule is to just be nice.  It is no skin off our noses to be civil, understanding 
and patient with each other.  I’m sick of gloves off politicians, malicious gossip, racial strife, environ-
mental disregard and bullying of any stripe.  Just think if we all behaved with gentleness and graciousness 
no matter what the circumstances.  I bet all potential conflagrations could be diffused if only we tried out 
a little niceness first.  That old adage “nice guys finish last” is tired.  As one wise person suggested:  go 
back to square one and start being courteous again. 
 
Kiss your mothers and buy a poppy from the veterans. May I take this opportunity to wish all the mothers 
out there a Happy Mother’s Day. Remember, your Mom was the first person who told us that being nice is 
the way to go!  Right? 
 
##################################################################################### 
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  April Birthdays: 
 
  Edwin Martinez, 9th 
  Teresa F. Hennelly, 15th 
  Helen E. Howland, 17th 
  Stephen J. Martin, 17th 
  Virginia P. Moore, 21st 
  Stephen M. Giordano, 21st 
  Frank Tricarico, 29th 
 
  May Birthdays: 
 
  George E. Heading, 2nd 
  Harvey Fink, 28th 
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With regret, we note the recent passing of  
P/D/C Andrew A. (Sandy) Lambert,  SN, a  
member of the Westchester Sail and Power 
Squadron and an Associate Member of the 
Cross County Power Squadron. 
 
Sandy shall be missed by all who knew 
him. Our condolences to Marie and their 
family. 



MESSAGE FROM THE SEO 
Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP 

 
Our spring Public Boating Class has ended.  
Unfortunately only two of the four students 
who had registered for the class, took the exam. 
Both passed with very high marks as well as 
passing the PWC test for that endorsement. I 
was told that the other two students (a couple) 
couldn’t complete the course because of illness 
and/or personal problems. 
 
Thanks again to P/C Howard A. Sklar, AP, for 
instructing the class, with assistance from P/C 
Virginia P. Moore, P; P/C Paul H. Wieland, AP; 
1st Lt Guido Dattaro, SN and Lt Joseph N. 
Pizzuti, AP. Commander Teresa F. Hennelly, P, 
was also on hand the final evening to present 
certificates to the graduates. 
 
On another note, the Squadron has purchased a 
digital projector (with approval from the Ex-
ecutive Committee) for use at future classes or 
other presentations. This machine will replace 
our ancient overhead projector. The new ma-
chine will be used with a laptop computer. 
Presentations will be made using  Powerpoint 
software. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Activities Calendar 
April — June 2007 

 
26 April, Thursday, Executive Committee Meeting  at the 
Cdr’s home, 118 Ritchie Drive, Yonkers, NY 10705 at 1900. 
 
3 May, Thursday, General Meeting at the New Rochelle  
Municipal Marina at 2000. 
Program: Safety Meeting 
Lt/C Mark Hennelly will present: 
“Commissioning Your Boat”. 
,  
19-25 May, National Safe Boating Week. 
 
31 May,  Thursday, Executive Committee Meeting  at the 
Cdr’s home, Yonkers, NY10705 at 2000. 
 
7 June, Thursday, General Meeting at the New Rochelle  
Municipal Marina at 2000. 
Program: TBA 
 
23 June, Saturday, Commander’s Reception and Blessing of 
the Fleet at the New Rochelle Municipal Marina. Time to be 
announced. Also, our Annual White Elephant Auction. 
 
No Executive Committee Meeting in June. 
 
+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+ 
 

CROSS CURRENTS is an official publication of the 
Cross County Power Squadron, a Unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons® 

Members are encouraged to submit material for publication 
in CROSS CURRENTS. 

The Editor reserves the right to edit articles as needed. The 
views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the 
views of the Cross County Power Squadron , The United 
States Power Squadrons® or its editors. 

To submit articles and comments, contact        
Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP, Co-Editor,      
(914)337-4026 or iluvtouche@aol.com 

Lt/C Peggy E. Howland, P, Co-Editor 

Lt Paul H. Wieland, AP, Associate Editor 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT PART I - P/C Arthur Steiner, P 
 
F i r s t l y ,  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  t h e  n i c e  t h i n g s  s a i d  a b o u t  m e  i n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  
o f  t h i s  “ r a g ” .  F r a n k l y ,  I  d o  e n j o y  a c c u m u l a t i n g  i t e m s  a n d  t h e n  w r i t i n g  t h e m  u p .  I t  
c e r t a i n l y  g i v e s  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  m y  b r a i n  a n d  m y  t y p i n g  s k i l l s .  
 
R e l a t i v e  t o  m y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  t h e  p l e t h o r a  o f  " o v e r - s i z e "  y a c h t s  h e r e  i n  F t .  
L a u d e r d a l e ,  I  n o w  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  I s l a n d s  a r e  n o w  i n  a  r u s h  t o  e n l a r g e  
t h e i r  m a r i n a  f a c i l i t i e s  s o  a s  t o  a t t r a c t  s o m e  o f  t h e  " b i g g i e s . " 
 
A p r o p o s  o f  l u x u r y  i n  y a c h t i n g ,  b o o t h s  a t  t h e  r e c e n t l y  c o n c l u d e d  P a l m  B e a c h  B o a t  
S h o w  f e a t u r e d  s u c h  i t e m s  a s  a n  e l e c t r i c  p o w e r e d  d e v i c e  w h i c h  c a n  d i s p e n s e  
f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  a l c o h o l i n  m e a s u r e d  a m o u n t s .  Cost?  $499!  And, b y  t h e  w a y ,  
f r e e  s a m p l e  d r i n k s  w e r e  s u p p l i e d  a t  t h e  b o o t h !  A n o t h e r  e n t r e p r e n e u r  w a s  e x h i b -
i t i n g  a  r e d  2 0 0 6  F e r r a r i  " S p i d e r "  ( u s e d ) fo r  on ly  $ 3 0 7 , 4 5 1 . . W h a t  i s  y a c h t i n g  c o m i n g  
to?  
 
B a c k  t o  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  a r e a :  I t ' s  n o  s e c r e t  t h a t  y a c h t  c r i m e  i s  a  f a i r l y  p o p u l a r  o c -
c u p a t i o n  d o w n  t h e r e .  R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  
G r e n a d a  B o a r d  o f  T o u r i s m  s p o n s o r e d  a n  
" i s l a n d  w i d e "  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  h o w  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  b u r g e o n i n g  p r o b l e m .  
F u l l e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  c o m -
m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  w e r e  a g r e e d  
on.  
 
W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  o n  e n e r g y-
s a v i n g  f u e l s  a n d  p r o p u l s i o n ,  I  n o t e  
t h a t  a  f o r t y- s i x  f o o t ,  s o l a r - p o w e r e d ,  
c a t a m a r a n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  v e s s e l  t o  m a k e  
a  t r a n s - A t l a n t i c  c r o s s i n g  e x c l u s i v e l y  o n  
s o l a r  p o w e r !  S h e  h a d  t w i n  e l e c t r i c  mo-
t o r s  p o w e r e d  b y  b a t t e r y  b a n k s  c h a r g e d  
b y  4 8  s o l a r  p a n e l s  b u i l t  i n t o  a  c a n o p y ,  
w h i c h  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a  s u n- s h a d e  f o r  
the crew.  
 
I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h o s e  s a f e t y  w a r n i n g s ,  
I ' v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  a n  a d v o c a t e  o f  s i n g l e -
h a n d i n g  y o u r  b o a t .  Your procedures c h a n g e  
f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  w h e n  t h e r e ' s  n o  o n e  t o  y e l l  a t !  
Now I  n o t e  t h a t  a  " S h o r t - h a n d e d  S a i l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n "  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d  f o r  b o t h  
r a c i n g  a n d  c r u i s i n g .  J u s t  t r y  d o c k i n g  a n d  u n d o c k i n g  b y  y o u r s e l f .  F o r  a  t e s t ,   f o r  
t h o s e  o n  m o o r i n g s ,  p r a c t i c e  p i c k i n g  u p  y o u r  b u o y  b y  y o u r s e l f .  Frankly,  i t  w a s  a l w a y s  
m y  p r i d e  t o  s a i l  u p  t o  m y  m o o r i n g .  A  l i t t l e  t r i c k y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a  w e l l  p o p u -
l a t e d  h a r b o r ,  b u t  y o u  c e r t a i n l y  g e t  t o  k n o w  y o u r  b o a t ’ s  t e n d e n c i e s .  
 
I  h a v e n ' t  b e e n  h e a r i n g  m u c h  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  n a t u r a l  g a s  t e r m i n a l  o n  L . I .  
S o u n d  l a t e l y .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  h a v e  c o n c l u d e d  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  
s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  a n n o u n c e d .  A t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  o n  
J a n u a r y  1 6 t h ,  s t a t e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  " u n t h i n k a b l e " ,  " t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  in d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  S o u n d , "  a n d  " t h e  S o u n d  i s  o u r  Y e l l o w s t o n e "  w e r e  m a d e  b y  o p p o n e n t s .  H o p e -
f u l l y  t h e y  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  d e c i d e r s .  

 
H a p p y  " S p r i n g  O u t f i t t i n g ! " 
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                LEGISLATIVE REPORT PART II - P/C Arthur Steiner, P 
 
Happy  s p r i n g !  W e ' v e  b e e n  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h e a v y  r a i n f a l l  i n  t h e  N o r ’  E a s t  
a n d  i t  w a s  g r a p h i c a l l y  b r o u g h t  h o m e  w i t h  a  p i c t u r e  i n  o u r  l o c a l  p a p e r ,  o f  a  
f l o o d e d  M a m a r o n e c k  S t r e e t !  Hope you all came through with no damage. 
 
D o w n  h e r e  i t ’ s  b e e n  t h e  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t e .  W e  a r e e x p e r i e n c i n g  a s e v e r e  d r a o u g h t .  
L a w n  w a t e r i n g  h a s  b e e n s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  a n d  t h e r e is  a  p r o h i b i t i o n on  ca r  wash-
ing!  Nex t  t h ing  to  be  e x p e c t e d  i s  a  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  u n d e r a r m de-
o d o r a n t s !  
 
N o w  t h a t  c o n d o m i n i u m b u i l d i n g  h a s s t o l e n  t h e  w a t e r s '  e d g e  c r e a t i n g  a  s e v e r e  
s h o r t a g e  f o r  " a v e r a g e "  s i z e d  b o a t s ,  we 've  been  p resen ted  wi th  a  new proposa l  -  a  
FIFTEEN STORY d r y s t o r a g e  m a r i n a  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  h o i s t  a n d  s e t  b o a t s  up  
to  f o r t y- f i v e  f e e t .  A m e n i t i e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  r o b o t i c  c a r  p a r k i n g ,  r o o f- t o p  p o o l ,  
g r i l l ,  s p a  a n d  c o n c i e r g e  s e r v i c e .  Now fo r  t he  bes t  p a r t !  C o s t s !  D e p e n d i n g  o n  b o a t  
s i z e ,  c o n d o  s l i p s  w i l l  s e l l  f o r  f r o m  $ 1 6 5 , 0 0 0 .  t o  $ 2 6 5 , 0 0 0 .  a n d  c a r r y  a  mon th ly  
main tenance  fee  of  up  to  $ 3 5 0 .  Are  any of  you coming  down  he re  to  t ake  advan tage  o f  
th i s  oppor tun i ty?  
 
Now,  h e r e ' s  some th ing  e l s e  fo r  you  to  chew o v e r :  You a l l  k n o w  t h e  s u p e r s t i t i o n  
a b o u t  i t  b e i n g  b a d  l u c k  t o  c h a n g e  a  b o a t ’ s  n a m e .  W e l l ,  o n e  b e l i e v e r  o f  t h i s  
t h i n k i n g  h a s  e m p l o y e d  e x o r c i s m  i n  c h a n g i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  j u s t  p u r c h a s e d  4 2 ’  
s a i l - y a c h t  t o  h i s  w i f e ’ s  n a m e  a n d  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a  w h o l e  c e r e m o n y  t o  d o  i t !  
 
I ' v e  j u s t  r e a d  a n  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  a n i m a l i n f e s t a t i o n  o f  b o a t s  and  how to  p reven t  i t .  
I t  r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I went  onboard  my "Bewi tched"  moored  ou t  in  
Echo  Bay  and  found  a mess of "droppings" on my c a b i n- top  near the mast. I immediately s e a r c h e d  
the  boa t  fo r  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  d a m a g e  a n d  f o u n d  n o t h i n g .  I  w e n t  b a c k  o n  d e c k  
a n d  g l a n c i n g  u p ,  f o u n d  t h e  c u l p r i t  -  a  squirrel,  r e s t i n g  comfor t ab ly  on  my  mas t  
s p r e a d e r !  H o w ' d  i t  g e t  t h e r e ?  Y o u r  g u e s s  i s  a s  g o o d  a s  m i n e .  
 
B e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  i s  a b o u t  t o  d e c l a r e  i t s  c o a s t - l i n e  f r o m  
B r a n f o r d  t o  G r e e n w i c h  a  F e d e r a l  " n o  d i s c h a r g e " zone. 
 
 As p r ev ious ly  no t ed ,  I ' ve  been  made  an  "Emer i tu s"  member   o f  N a t i o n a l ’ s  Gove rn ing  
Board .  I  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a m a g n i f i c e n t  p l a q u e ,  s o  n a m i n g  m e  a n d  a l s o  a  d i a -
m o n d  l a p e l  p i n  ( l e s s  t h a n   one k a r a t ) .  I ' m a t t a c h i n g  a  p h o t o - c o p y  o f  t h e  p l a q u e  
f o r  a l l  o f  y o u    t o  s e e .  
 
 H a p p y  S p r i n g O u t f i t t i n g .  B e l i e v e  m e  w h e n  I  s a y  t h a t  I  t r u l y  mi s s  t h e  
f r i e n d l y  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  b o a t - y a r d s .  

^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^ * ^  



Congratulations Arthur 
On this Special 

Occasion. 
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The following was submitted by Cdr Teresa F. Hennelly, P: 
  
I've looked at clouds from both sides now, 
from up and down, and still somehow 
it's cloud illusions I recall. 
I really don't know clouds at all 
    Joni Mitchell, Both Sides Now 
  
On  18April 2007 the Cross County & Westchester Sail  Power Squadrons held a joint General Meeting and program 
at the Orienta Yacht Club in Mamaroneck, New York.  After a pre-meeting dinner, Bob Heinemann of the US  Coast 
Guard Auxiliary delivered a lecture entitled “Weather and Boating.”  Being conscious of the weather is just as impor-
tant as properly navigating your boat, or keeping your boat seaworthy.  It always is a good refresher to sit in on a lec-
ture on weather so as to be aware of how to avoid being caught in open water in hazardous conditions!  In our basic 
seamanship classes we cover basic topics such as wind and pressure, rain and storms and fronts.  We learned how to 
make weather predictions based on observations of the sky, barometer and wind information, as well as weather data 
provided by maps, satellite images, and radio and TV broadcasts.  And Bob was just as thorough – and yes, even old 
salts need refresher courses!  Bob handed out a training guide developed by the West Coast Guard District. 
  
We were reminded that many times you can identify the current (or future) weather situation by analysis of cloud 
types ... and reading clouds can get to be a complex study.  I thought it would be a good idea to include a little cloud 
primer this month.  Did you know that: 
Cumulus: in Latin, means "heap."  Cumulus clouds look like a heap of cotton balls or whipped cream. 
Stratus is Latin for "covering" or "blanket."  Stratus clouds look like a flat blanket in the sky. 
Cirrus is  Latin for "curl."  Cirrus clouds look like curls of white hair. 
  
That there are two cloud appearance types: cumulus and stratus, which are also the basic names of the low 
clouds.  Sometimes they appear higher in the atmosphere and get a combination name with a prefix.  For example, 
middle cumulus clouds are called “altocumulus” and high stratus clouds are “cirrostratus.”  If a cloud produces rain or 
snow it gets either “nimbo” at the beginning or “nimbus” at the end.  
Cumulus clouds are low individual billowy globs that are low, have flat bases and look a little like cauliflower.  They 
are at least as tall as they are wide and form on sunny days from pockets of rising air.  Their constantly changing out-
lines are fun to watch because they can take the shapes of almost anything, including animals and faces.  Cumulus 
clouds usually signal fair weather.  If they build into the middle or high part of the atmosphere they get the name cu-
mulonimbus.  A cumulonimbus cloud is tall, deep and dark and can bring lightning, heavy rain and even severe 
weather such as hail, damaging winds or tornadoes.  It is a sign of rapidly rising and sinking air currents. 
  
Stratus clouds are layered and cover most of the sky.   They are much wider than they are tall.   If you see them in bro-
ken or puffy layers, they are stratocumulus clouds.  If you see them in thin high layers that turn the sky solid white, 
they're cirrostratus clouds.  The tiny prisms of ice in a cirrostratus layer can bend the sun's light.  As a result, often you 
can see a halo or veil of rainbow colors around the sun.  When stratus clouds are very thick, they become dark nimbo-
stratus clouds, which can produce rain, drizzle or snow. 
  
Cirrus clouds are high and thin and made entirely of ice crystals.  Forming above 20,000 feet in the atmosphere, they 
often look like wisps of white hair.  Cirrus clouds, which are a sign of warm moist air rising up over cold air, are 
sometimes an early signal that thickening clouds could bring light rain or snow within one or two days. 
  
The Training Guide reminds us the cirrus clouds are fair weather clouds, that usually indicate an approaching front. 
Cumulonimbus clouds are indicative of significant upward motion (due to warm air at the surface rising, then con-
densing), leading to thunderstorms. Stratus clouds are a good indicator that precipitation is approaching. 
  
It never ceases to amaze me that every aspect of boating is inextricably bound with nature.  Bob reminded us that the 
more one can act in concert with the environment, for example reading the waters, clouds and stars, the safer and hap-
pier our boating experience will be. Thanks again to Bob for taking the time to meet with us. 
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