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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE — Howard A. Sklar, AP

Ahoy mates, another year is upon us. The sun is
shining, the weather is warming and our
thoughts are turning to our boats.

Most of us are uncovering and readying our
vessels for the summer months ahead, and
really that’s what it is all about. That’s what
brought us to USPS and our dear Cross County,
our boat and the need for more knowledge to
operate her properly.

So if that’s what did it for us why aren’t more

of the boating public flocking to us. Possibly
they think they know it all and there is nothing more to learn or possibly they don’t have the time or
maybe they just really don’t care. Their boat however was and is a big investment and you would think
they would want to protect her. They definitely buy insurance, they definitely register her and they defi-
nitely take pride in her. So why is it they don’t want to understand her better and make their days of sail-
ing and cruising easier on her and themselves?

I’ve got it, they don’t know enough about us and whose fault is that. Each and every one of us. When we
are down at the dock working on our boat this spring we should be flying our ensign and talking up the
Squadron at each and every chance. Talking up the new seminar courses that USPS has generated as well
as the many educational courses the Squadron has to offer. What skipper wouldn’t benefit from an Ad-
vanced Piloting course or an Engine Maintenance course. If we don’t talk about our Squadron nobody else
will for us. Enough said.

As for news:

I attended the D/2 Conference in Williamstown, MA, 9-10 April , with Marcia. Williamstown is a beau-
tiful area and well worth a trip. There were three breakout sessions during the morning meeting; Educa-
tion; PRO and Sail Angle. Sail Angle is a type of Facebook for Power Squadron members so to speak.

The Education meeting which I attended discussed all of the changes to the various courses and the Public
Boating Course. An interesting discussion developed on how to entice students in the Public Boating class
to become members. What some Squadrons around the country are doing is offering the Public Boating
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class, Seamanship & Piloting, membership into USPS as a
package deal with a total cost of between $100.00 &
$150.00 dollars. I kind of like the idea.

At the conference D/Lt/C Mel Goldstein, AP, was elected
as District Treasurer for a second term, and for some un-
known reason I was elected as the Chairman of the Dis-
trict Rules Committee for a three year term.

The Squadron will be offering an Operations Training
Seminar at one of our upcoming General Meetings.

When our dear P/D/C Bob Beardsley, SN, passed away
in February and our chaplain was enjoying sunny Florida
I was in a quandary. I wanted to have a USPS memorial
for Bob and really didn’t know what was proper to do and
say, USPS wise. With help from Peggy and the Opera-
tions Training manual I was able to perform the appropri-
ate ceremony. Honestly, I hadn’t opened the OT manual
in years and it really was a breath of fresh air. It was then
that I realized that our Squadron and Bridge Officers
would truly benefit from an OT Seminar.

Our Safety Meeting will be held on 27 May 2010 at 2000
at the New Rochelle Marina. We are attempting to have a
member of NOAA come and speak to us.

In closing let us remember Bob Beardsley and know that
he fought the good fight, finished his course and kept the
faith.

Respectfully submitted.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SEO
D/Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP

Our spring boating class has finished. Four of the six
students registered took the exam and all passed. The
other two students were away and I expect to proctor
their exam when they are back home.

This year as an incentive for students to become mem-
bers of Cross County, we are offering for just their
membership cost, free seamanship and piloting. We
are awaiting news from three of the students who
seemed interested.

When the students complete their exam, we ask them to
complete a survey about the course, including what
they think of the instruction. I am pleased to report that
all four students who took the exam, reported
“excellent” for their instruction.

I would like to thank Cdr Howard A. Sklar for continu-
ing his excellent work as instructor. I would also like to
thank ASEO !st/Lt Guido Dattaro, SN, and Lt. Joseph
N. Pizzuti, AP, for their assistance in class. Guido, in
addition to assisting students, made sure we had re-
freshments for break time. Joe helped set up the com-
puter and projector so that each session would run
smoothly. In addition, he added his personal boating
experiences when appropriate for the lesson.

HHHHHHHHI R

Activities Calendar
May - July 2010

14-16 May, Northern Trek, Melody Manor, Bolton Landing, NY.
22-28 May, National Safe Boating Week.

3 June, Thursday, Executive Committee Meeting at the New
Rochelle Municipal Marina, 2000.

19 June Blessing of the Fleet, New Rochelle Municipal Marina.
31 July, D/2 Summer Council, East End Yacht Club, Bridgeport,
CT.

R e e T T i e s S o

CROSS CURRENTS is an official publication of the
Cross County Power Squadron, a Unit of the United
States Power Squadrons®

Members are encouraged to submit material for publication
in CROSS CURRENTS.

The Editor reserves the right to edit articles as needed. The
views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the
views of the Cross County Power Squadron, The United
States Power Squadrons® or its editors.

To submit articles and comments, contact
D/Lt/C Melvin Goldstein, AP, Co-Editor,
(914)337-4026 or iluvtouche@aol.com

Lt/C Peggy E. Howland, P, Co-Editor
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT - P/C Arthur Steiner, P

Here I sit. It is more than a month into my 91st year and I still mentally enjoy my sailing years. I sit in
my comfortable lounge chair and reflect, reflect and reflect. I think of what I’ve done. What was right,
wrong, successful or unsuccessful, and I wonder if I’d acted differently, would my life have been differ-
ent? Who knows? And all I can do about it is to reflect. The one thing I do know, is that I’ve slowed
down and the Editor can tell you about waiting longer for my items. (Ed note: Arthur is still as good as
ever.)

Among my reflections are thoughts of how I’ve loved being on the water. I started to sail actively about
some seventy-five years ago and have enjoyed every bit of it all these years. It’s given me many periods
of actual apprehension and many periods of extreme pleasure. All this adds up to an overall wonderful
experience.

I wonder if you, as various types of boat people ever reflect on the enormity, beauty and strength of the
sea around you. Think about this when you next meet up with huge seas or flat calm waters. The sea, like
you, has a personality and must be regarded as a living thing. I remember my thinking while out in the
North Atlantic during World War 11, watching huge waves bearing down on our relatively small anti-sub
patrol boat, and wondering if we would ever make it through them all. Obviously we did, and I’m here to
tell about it.

Enough on past reflections and now for some current thinking. When was the last time you offered to
help out in the operation of CCPS? Because of the economy, there are fewer people entering into boat-
ing. This is both good and bad. It eliminates the careless casual types who are causing problems, but also
eliminates a lot of potential safe sailors. One way to help in this regard, is to introduce possible boat-
buyers into the Power Squadron and to help them become more responsible sharers of our waterways.

I note with some satisfaction, that the latest series of boat shows have generated new, interested people
and that the rapidly diminishing number of manufacturers are seeing signs of purchasers. Possibly one
way to encourage this is to produce boats that aren’t look-alike, like automobiles. It’s not hard for me to
remember when most small boats were built of wood and while built from similar plans, each had its
own personality. An old saying that I made up is “sameness makes mediocrity”.

Finally, on the Legislative end, it’s been pointed out that a number of states have recognized that fuel
taxes are used for road improvements and so it is unfair to tax marine-use fuel. These states have insti-
tuted methods for boat owners to recover these tax dollars; New York is not among them although Con-
necticut and Massachusetts are.

It’s now April. Are you uncovered yet?
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NEWS FROM THE USCG

31 May - The Coast Guard reported that Admiral Thad Allen, the national incident commander for the
BP disaster will be giving a daily solo press briefing wherever he is in the world.

31 May - The Coast Guard rescued a man and two children who had become stranded when their jet skis
ran aground in Cross Bayou, FL. They were rescued by a CG helicopter.

30 May - The Coast Guard seized almost 800 pounds of Marijuana off a boat traveling from Bimini. The
pot was worth about $725,000. Two alleged smugglers were transferred to officials.
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ON SAILING - P/C Arthur Steiner, P

IT’S TRUE, I'm an old man (90+) but in these later years, I’ve had loads of time to reflect on my activities dur-
ing the many past years. True, experiences have been both, on the plus and minor sides, but they all add up.

Among my greatest achievements and memories has been my sailing. It all started during the mid-1930’s. From
City Island and in borrowed 12 - 14 foot boats. I had earned the right to use these boats by doing maintenance
work on them for the owners. Actually, I never owned a boat until during 1939 (a sixteen footer). Shortly  after
becoming a "yacht owner", I enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard. War was looming, as was a National "Draft." and
I anticipated being among the first lucky one to be placed in the U.S. Army -NO WAY! So the USCG with its
small boats seemed to be my best choice.

Sailing was a great activity that required skill. You'd go onboard, attach the sail, let loose the mooring, and off
you'd go. Frankly there is no other feeling than when the wind strikes the sail, and off you go! No noise, and the
feel of the boat picking up speed, heeling over and surging forward. You are constantly adjusting the sail angle
to the wind and it becomes a great skill to be able to get the most performance combining the wind force, the
boat’s tendencies and your own skills.

Motor boating can’t possibly compare, for the skills required are all tuned to the performance ability of the
power plant. The only similarity might be the "wind-in-the-face”, provided there is no windshield.

My sailing experiences have been rather broad. While in the USCG, I spent some eighteen months in the North
Atlantic on antisubmarine patrol. This was onboard a 147" hermaphrodite brig. It was rough duty, being out
there in all sorts of weather. Winters were the worst. Other than those months, my cruising was mostly coast-
wise, Maine to Florida, but primarily our own fantastic Long Island Sound.

So, here I sit, no longer physically sailing, but mentally I’'m out there all the time. Memories are great things to
possess and I keep enjoying my sailing years almost 24/7.
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MORE NEWS FROM THE USCG

30 May - The Coast Guard rescued two people found floating in a life raft after their sailboat sank off Puerto
Rico. The vessel had struck a submerged object and began taking on water. A helicopter spotted the couple after
the Coast Guard received a distress call and sent the chopper in response.

31 May - The Coast Guard reported that on June 26 there will be a dedication of a memorial to former Northeast
Florida USCG Auxiliary D-14 members who have “crossed the bar”. The Auxiliary was authorized by Congress
in 1939 as a non-military arm of the Coast Guard to promote safety on the high seas and in navigable waters.
The memorial which is made from Virginia quarried granite will have the names of 60 former members of the
Auxiliary. The memorial is to be erected at a Coast Guard installation in Jacksonville Beach, FL.

31 May - The Coast Guard reported information about a new gun with other uses. It is also a day/night electro-
optic sensor system that can help with SAR, law enforcement, navigation, and man-overboard. The system in-
cludes a 4-axis gimbal stabilization, forward looking infra-red radar with three fields of view, a low contrast,
low light level color television camera and an eye-safe laser range finder.

Navigating at night, one can pick out a point that would be invisible to the naked eye and get a bearing and

range. Looking for someone in the water, the infra-red will help find the person.. These are just a few of the ap-
plications that this new system will provide.
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Cross Currents
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Move over, | am the stand-on vessel!




