
Volume 35 September-October 2007 District 2

TThehe CrownCrown
Storm King Power Squadron

A                             Royal Unit* Of The United States Power Squadrons®

SKPS is wholly responsible for this claim of royalty, and
its use does not imply approval or permission of the

USPS®.

WELCOME BACK!
By Cdr. George Ghirlando, AP

It's happened again, hasn't it?  We put 
our boats in the water, and the next day we take them 
out. Or it seems that way, doesn't it?

Yesterday was a beautiful early summer day.  I just put my boat in the water. Today I
woke up and there was frost on the pumpkin - literally! So what happened since yesterday
and today with our squadron?  We were not running on idle. Inside in one of our most prolific
photogravure ever, you will see us at Raft Up, Rendezvous, Co-Op Charting, the Summer
Council in Bridgeport Conn., Annual Governing Board Meeting in Norfolk Virginia, at work, at
play, and so much more.  Then there were the meetings, planning, arranging, typing,
building, preparing and generally stoking the engine.  Much of these activities are sometimes
done unseen, but without which there would be a dead silence, an eerie lull between
yesterday and today.  That's why I want to take the front page of this newsletter to thank
everyone, EVERYONE, who contributed to all the events described herein.  Do I dare try to
name them here?  Oh, no, because there were helpers, and helpers to the helpers, and then
there were those that worked unceremoniously alone. To try to give credit to that legion of
dedicated members from our squadron without missing a name is like walking the plank on
roller skates.  So, to all those who made yesterday go into today so smoothly and so
effortlessly, I thank you, and the membership thanks you. And if there are no objections, I
want to dedicate this edition to you! And now you know what happened between yesterday
and today.

OOPs!!
W r o n g

turn!  
What did

you say the
draft of the
boat was?
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SKPS Educational Department 
by SEO P/D/C Wayne Garnsey, SN

Coming this October:  Piloting taught by Phil Cameron
and Advanced Piloting to be taught by Bryan Moskowitz,
AP and Rick Emanuel, AP (those two guys being drafted
to teach AP). Of course, those who have in the past taken
Piloting with Phil Cameron, can tell you how great his
instruction has been, and we are sure that the two guys
will maintain the same quality of instruction. So sign up
now for a wonderful instructional experience that you
can use as you sail our great waters. 

ENGINE MAINTENANCE
Storm King members now have two additional

"mechanics" to call upon for advice or assistance with
their boat's engine maintenance. Mike Mattausch, P and
John Ledwith, IV, under the instruction of Nick Stagliano,
P completed both EM 101 and EM 102. Their third co-EM
student, Luis Rodriguez, will be reviewing and taking his
tests within the next few weeks. 

ME 101, Boat Electrical Systems, provides
information about properties of electricity, electrical
power requirements and wiring practices, direct current
power, alternating current power, galvanic and stray-
current corrosion, lightning protection, and electrical
interference.
ME 102, Marine Radio Communications, delves into
radio waves and transmitters, receivers and
transceivers, antennas and transmission lines, FCC
Rules and Regulations, FCC Frequency Plan, marine
radiotelephone operating procedures, and other
communication services (Emergency Position Indicating
Radio Beacon (EPIRB), Digital Selective Calling (DSC),
Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS),
satellite communications, amateur radio, and more). 

Advanced Sail
Advanced with our own Sailing rag man Anthony

DiStefano will begin again in October. 
All those who have taken Sail 101          should

meet with Tony again at MYC and
continue to learn the art of sailing.

Our own Ben
Mazer as the Friday
night Captain on the
Sloop
Woody Guthrie

as he sails the
mighty Hudson Blue.

Ben has suc-
cessfully taken the
Sail course offered
by Tony - although
he is quite a master
sailor on his own.
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Update From the Update From the A OA O
by AO Pete Skorewicz, Pby AO Pete Skorewicz, P

September Speaker HUGE Success

I would like to thank Captain Charlie Gruetzner for the
awesome presentation he gave us at our September
general membership meeting. Charlie has his own
business “Oceanis Marine Services” which conducts
surveys and marine consultation. It was a very
informational presentation and those in attendance had
great questions. Since the meeting was lightly attended
we are trying to get a month where Charlie can come
back and give a repeat performance. If any member
needs his service he can be reached at his office in
Peekskill at 914-737-0253.

Upcoming October Meeting & Speaker

We hope to see all of you at our October genreral
membership meeting on Wednesday night October
10th. After our regular monthly meeting our own Nick
Stagliano will give a presentation on winterizing your
boats. Nick is our “Engine Maintenance” teacher as well
as an instructor in other courses. Perfect time of the
year to get all your winterization information and get
your questions answered to make sure our boats are
tucked safely to bed until the Spring.

Atlantic City Bus Trip

As I mentioned at the September meeting there was a
change in weekends for the Atlantic City Boat Show for
this year. It actually falls on the second weekend of
February from the 6th through the 10th. I will arrange
to have our yearly trip on Saturday February 9th,
leaving from the Newburgh Mall at 8:00am and
returning at 10:30pm. I will have more information to
follow when I get the pricing from the bus company. But
mark your calendars now. More information about the
show can be obtained at www.acboatshows.com.

Photos Needed!!!

As I prepare to make our “year in review” video picture
montage, I encourage our members to send me photos
from this past year. So far I have VERY few photos. My
goal is to have this video finished and showing during
our holiday party so everyone will have a chance to
watch it. So if you have photos you can E-mail them to
me or send them to me on a CD or give them to me at a
meeting. 

Another Successful Raft-Up
by Anthony DiStefano, AP

On August 4th we held another one of our raft-up
that combined fun with coop-charting.. Tony emailed
coordinates along the Hudson to all participants. Our
mission was to find certain landmarks. Some of it was
obvious, some less so...then 4 boats redezvous at
TrapRock and shared their discoveries. If you haven’t
joined us on one of these raft-ups you are truly miss-
ing a great day. 

Tony has fun at
the Rendezvous,
raft-ups or any place.

Go Tony!!!!  

SIDE NOTE From Cdr George:
Manny got stuck on the sandbar at Trap

Rock...while Tony argued with me to try to pull Manny
off the sandbar, to which I said I could not do, John
Ledwith in his boat grabbed a line a pulled him off. I
tried to pull up next to Manny on the port side, but
they discouvered a bees nest and a swarm appeared.
There was much yelling and screaming...I judiciously
pulled away and tied up to Marty Feldberg on his
starboard side and spent the afternoon fending my
boat off of his because of the powerful wakes...I, of
course, had damage. Marty did not.  We laughed, ate
and drank. I fended off my boat from Marty’s. We
shared our goodies together...and then Tony
announced the winner of the contest, that is.. The one
who named the most landmark sitings....I lost even
with Tony on the boat...how could this happen?..The
winner was: ?? I think Manny. I was too busy fending
my boat from you know who!  We all broke off around
late afternoon........a good time was had by all --- even
me.
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SKPS CALENDAR 2007
All Regular meetings start at 7:30 PM at Cornwall Yacht Club. They are held on the Second Wednesday of each month.
All Bridge meeting start at 7:00 PM at the Cornwall Yacht Club. They are held on the First Wednesday of each month.
Date Event Comments
Aug.  29 Bridge Meeting 7:00pm CYC
Sept,  5 General Membership Meeting 7:30pm CYC  -- Welcome Back!
Oct.    3 Bridge Meeting 7:00pm CYC

10 General Membership Meeting 7:30pm CYC  -- Speaker
12-13 D2 Fall Conference Danbury, Conn- see details

Nov.   7 Bridge Meeting 7:00pm CYC
14 General Bridge Meeting 7:30pm CYC  -- Speaker

Dec.   1 Holiday Party 6:30pm CYC  -- Dinner and Dance
5 Bridge Meeting 7:00pm CYC

Jan.   2 Bridge Meeting 7:00pm CYC
9 General Membership Meeting 7:30pm CYC  - Election of officers

Feb.  6 Bridge Meeting 7:00pm CYC
13 General Membership Meeting 7:30pm CYC

SKPS Burgee's Available
by AO Lt/C Pete Skorewicz, P

If you would like to purchase a SKPS burgee for
your boat please let me know. I have 8 left and will be
placing another order shortly with the company. The
cost on the burgee is $22.00 each. So if your burgee is
worn out or you are a new member and want a
burgee please let me know. Give me a call or send me
an E-mail if you would like a burgee.

Let’s all be the
beacon of light that
illuminates the way to
safe boating!

Here’s to a safe
and wondrous boating
season!

Suggestions & Comments
by AO Lt/C Pete Skorewicz, P

As was discussed at prior meetings, we always
welcome suggestions and comments about SKPS
squadron activities. After all, this squadron's strength
is composed of the good people we have with many
ideas. Always feel free to talk to any bridge members
about any questions, comments, or suggestions you
may have..  .. 

Name tags: -- To place an order please see
Manny Sangervasio. It is great to wear your name tag
to all our functions. Cost $8.00 each.

SKPS Does it Again!!

At the USPS Governing  Board meeting in Virginia in
September Storm King Power Squadron was honored
with a special award: The 2006-2007 1%or over
Growth Award.  While other squadrons may be losing
membership we at SKPS have not only retained but
was 5.85% over expectations.  Congratulations to us
all!!!        

Up Coming Boat Show News
By AO Pete Skorewizc, P

Just to keep a few dates in mind 
for boat shows that any member

may want to attend. The Norwalk Boat Show will
be September 20th through 23rd. SKPS will help in the
D2 education booth on Saturday, September 22nd
between 10:00am and 2:00pm. I'll be looking for vol-
unteers. 

Looking ahead the New York Power Boat Show
at the Javits Center will be December 29, 2007
through January 6, 2008. Further down the road will
be the Atlantic City Boat Show at Convention
Center from February 6th through the 10th 2008. As
usual I'll get the bus trip organized for that one. An
excellent source for information is the web sight
www.boatshows.com. And the Rockland County
Boat Show, March 13th through the 16th, 2008.

S.K.P.S. Clothing Update
Many people have asked me about the shirt order.

Unfortunately, last year I had been trying to get orders
together, but we still do not have enough shirts to
make the 36 piece minimum I need to place an order
for shirts. Again if anyone is interested in a T-shirt,
hooded sweatshirt, regular sweatshirt, of a staff shirt
please let me know so hopefully I can get an order
placed. Sorry to all those people who have been wait-
ing!!
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SKPS Scholarship                         
Important Notice ---                        
from the Scholarship Trustees

Each year SKPS awards scholarships to a       
graduating senior whose parent is a mem-

ber of either SKPS, CYC, MYC, and/or NYC.                      
Its never too early to begin thinking about an

upcoming graduate for next year and have them apply
for this award. For further information on how to apply
call either Bryan Moskowitz or Rich Hollahan. 

D2 Summer Council
by P/C Rose Moskowitz, AP

In August on a bright warm Saturday, D2 had its
annual Summer Council meeting in Bridgeport, Conn.
at Captain’s Cove.  Many important issues were dis-
cussed and then it was off to the races -- literally!
There were boat races and blind-folded dinghy races
along with the usual annual contests of frisbie, hoola
hoops, kite flying, and yoyos.  All in attendance had a
great time.  All members should attend - there’s fun,
friendship, and food!! Great combination!!

USPS Governing Board  
Wednesday, September 5th through Sunday

September 9 the USPS National Governing Board was
held in Norfolk, Virginia. This well attended (over
1,000 members) meeting was informative and
provided oportunities for attendees to meet and share
their ideas, concerns, and suggestions for the future
of USPS.  A number of topics were discussed and
voted upon which will effect the total membership.
There were exihibits and demonstrations.  Fellow
boaters shared some of their talents and their
experiences through a wide variety of seminars - solo
circumnavigating the globe in a 44 foot sailboat, and
traversing the great loop in one year in a trawler (New
York - cross Great Lakes, down the Mississippi - cross
the Gulf and up the Atlantic back to N.Y.), and other
great adventures I can only dream about. I ventured
to and from Virginia through the kindness of Fred and
Linda Mangelsdorf along with John Kwak from  Mid-
Hudson PS. All in all this was a great trip with great
company while gathering interesting information.
Norfolk is rich with history and is very welcoming.
Anyone who has not gone to a national conference is
missing a lot of the USPS experience.  

D2 Summer
Council August 07
at Bridgeport, Conn.
Its not all work as you
can see - there were
blindfolded dinghy
races, frisbie con-
tests, hoola hoops,
and just great fun!!

Ferry crossing
CapeMay to
Delaware,

Norfolk, VirginiaIna Feldberg and
P/D/CSuzanne Netwich at
Summer Council
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WHAT’S THE MEANING OF THIS?
By: Cdr. George Ghirlando, AP

Blazer.  How many of you ever owned or wore a
blazer?  I do.  From my school days until today I have
had a blazer in my wardrobe.  Never did I imagine
that this word had a nautical origin.. 
Well, here it is: this item of dress was devised by
“…Captain Washington of HMS 

Blazer in 1845, who dressed his crew in special blue-
and-white striped jerseys or guernseys. Accordingly,
the crew became known as the “Blazers,” from which
is derived the term used for the garment today.”

(Source: Ship to Shore by Peter D. Jeans © 2004)

IMPORTANT:   CHECK YOUR GROUNDS
by ASEO Nat Sobelman, P

This summer while doing regular maintance on
my boat in my driveway, I ran into a problem.  My out-
board motor wouldn’t start - NOTHING!! Three days
later after visually checking & then pulling the electri-
cal system apart, to no avail, I went over every thing
again. That’s when I checked further into my battery
cable grounds. Even though they looked completly free
of corrision build up, it wasn’t until I removed the
cable end lug that I found enough corrision under-
neath to kill the contact.

The morale of this fiasco is always CHECK
YOUR GROUNDS.

IMPORTANT UPDATE:

DoD Permanently Discontinues Procurement
Of Global Positioning System Selective
Availability

The Department of Defense announced today that it
intends to stop procuring Global Positioning System (GPS)
satellites with the capability to intentionally degrade the
accuracy of civil signals. This capability, known as
Selective Availability (SA), will no longer be present in the
next generation of GPS satellites.

Although the United States stopped the intentional
degradation of GPS satellite signals by setting SA levels to
zero in May 2000, this action to permanently remove SA
eliminates a source of uncertainty in GPS performance
that has been of concern to civil GPS users worldwide for
some time. While this action will not materially improve the
performance of the system, it does reflect the United
States’ strong commitment to users by reinforcing that this
global utility can be counted on to support peaceful civil
applications around the globe.

The decision to remove the capability from the next
generation GPS satellites was approved by the President
after a recommendation from DoD. The move coincides
with the U.S. Air Force’s solicitation to purchase the next
generation of GPS satellites known as GPS III.

GPS is a dual-use, satellite-based system that pro-
vides accurate positioning, navigation and timing informa-
tion to users worldwide. Originally developed by the
Department of Defense as a military system, GPS has
become a global utility. It benefits users around the world
in many different applications, including aviation, road,
marine and rail navigation, telecommunications, emer-
gency response, resource exploration, mining and con-
struction, financial transactions and many more.

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!
It’s not too late to signIt’s not too late to sign

up for our Piloting orup for our Piloting or
Advanced PilotingAdvanced Piloting
Courses --- call WayneCourses --- call Wayne
ASAP and be a memberASAP and be a member
of the knowledgeableof the knowledgeable
boaters club -- boat safeboaters club -- boat safe
and boat smart -- take      and boat smart -- take      

these great courses these great courses 
now!!!!now!!!!
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Moskowitz
5 Pinehurst Circle
Monroe, New York 10950

Arhhr... who be these swabbies?
Can you guess? Pirate night at the

USPS National meeting.

OOPS!

OOPS!!!

21 mile
bridge /tun-
nel over the
Chesapeake
AWESOME!W aterfront

at Norfolk, Va.


