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  CURRENT SET AND DRIFT 
Summer 2012 

Westchester Sail and Power Squadron, a Unit of the United States Power Squadrons®  

WSPS Commander John W. Steger, JN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
75 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 

BOATING COMMUNITY.  This October we 
celebrate that tremendous achievement.  
Thanks to the hard work and dedication of 

so many members past and present, the 
Westchester Sail and Power Squadron has 

educated and promoted boating safety to 
thousands of boaters for three quarters of a 
century. Thank you all for your participation 

in this achievement. 
 

Over the years, the squadron has conducted 
as many as 4 basic boating classes each 
year.  Along with our advanced classes 

we’ve probably provided basic and advanced 
boating instruction to thousands of boaters, 

not to mention Vessel Safety Checks and 
Boating Safety programs for children. It has 
been the dedication and commitment of so 

many members who have achieved this in 
our area and may have been responsible for 

saving lives or avoiding serious boating 
accidents.   
 

We are now planning a celebratory Dinner 
Dance on October 13 to commemorate the 

achievements of the past 75 years, and 
preparing a 75th Anniversary Journal. The 

USPS Chief Commander will be coming to 
our celebration.  We hope all of our current 
members and past members will also attend 

this gala event.  
It promises to be a grand affair, and will be 
held at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Tarrytown. 

And while all these plans are going on the 
squadron has had another wonderful 

summer on the water and off.  We’ve done 
a record number of Vessel Safety checks, 

provided a Safety Vessel for the NY City of 
Water Day Festival, held many Thursday 
Night sails and Friday cruises, helped at the 

Darien  Water camp, and had more 
members certified for the BOC program.  All 

these activities you can read about in our 
newsletter. And our excellent education 
program goes on with a great fall line-up of 

classes as you will see.  
 

So we hope to see you at our celebration 
and hope you will also participate in our 

Journal. 75 years of achievement is 
certainly something to be proud of! 
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WPSP  75th Anniversary Gala 

Dinner/Dance 
 
Our 75th Anniversary gala dinner dance is set 
for Saturday October 13th at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton Hotel in Tarrytown in conjunction with 

the District 2 Fall Conference.  A live 6 piece 
band, “Someone and 
the Others,” will play 

our favorites and lure 
us on to the dance 
floor as we participate 

in this very special 
event.   Frank Palmieri 
has been coordinating 

and planning this 
festivity and he has 
organized a committee of members to help.  A 

special Squadron 75th Anniversary logo and 
burgee have been designed which will be used 
as a major part of our decorations.    A copy is 

shown here.   We are also planning to offer 
75th anniversary shirts displaying this logo 
to members and friends. 

 
Since the dinner is planned in conjunction with 
the District 2 Fall Conference many members 

from other squadrons in the district will join us 
in celebrating this occasion.   You do not have 

to attend the D2 meeting to attend the dinner.  
Just complete the attached Registration form 
and indicate your preference for dinner and if 

you wish to attend any of the Special Events 
planned.  We are also sending invitations to 
past members of the squadron, so we hope you 

will see people that you haven’t seen in years.   
 

75th Anniversary Journal 
A 75th Anniversary Souvenir Journal is 
planned to commemorate this special occasion 
and will be distributed at the 75th Anniversary 

gala in October.  We are hoping that all of our 
present and past members will support the 
Journal and take out an advertisement.  The 

Journal forms are attached, and the date for 
submission has been extended, so we can 

easily accept your ads for another two weeks.   
This will both commemorate the occasion and 
help the squadron and we are relying on 

everyone’s help.   And, if possible, we request 
that you ask your friends and family, Yacht 
clubs, merchants and service providers you deal 

with if they would like to take an ad in our 
Journal to support the Westchester Sail and 

Power Squadron (WSPS), which has provided 
education and boating safety services 

throughout Westchester and the Bronx for over 
75 years.  The Journal will be distributed across 
Westchester, lower Connecticut and as far north 

as the District 2 boundary near the Canadian 
border.      
 
Great Programs for 75th Anniversary   

and D2 Conference 
 

October in our area is a 

wonderland of fall colors, 
legends and Halloween.  Peggy 
Howland has put together two 

great special programs for 
Friday night to help you 
immerse yourself in haunted 

history.  See The Great Jack O’ Lantern 
Blaze with more than 4,000 hand-carved, 
illuminated jack o’ lanterns in an elaborate 

walk-through experience at historic Cortlandt 
Manor.  Or enjoy being spooked by master 

storyteller Jonathan Kruk who offers a 
dramatic reading of 
Washington Irving’s 

classic tale, “The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow,” 
featuring the Headless 

Horseman, Ichabod 
Crane, Brom Bones, and 
Katrina Van Tassel.  Flavored with live spooky 

organ music by Jim Keyes, Kruk’s storytelling 
captivates all audiences.  
 

In conjunction with the D2 Conference, our 
Guest program on Saturday for those not 
attending the business meeting is a tour and 

talk including the  Old Dutch Church and 
Burial Ground, Historic Hudson Valley 
Legends & Lore, Tiffany Windows, and a 

delightful Lunch at the Striped Bass. 

Tickets to these programs sell out quickly, and 
admission is timed.  So we urge you to send in 
your requests asap, so we can purchase tickets 

early and we can go as a group.  See the 
attached flyers for these wonderful special 
events. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.visitsleepyhollow.com/things-to-do/great-jack-olantern-blaze
http://www.visitsleepyhollow.com/things-to-do/great-jack-olantern-blaze
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City of Water Day Festival 
By Paul Okura, XO 
On July 14, Westchester Sail and Power 
Squadron participated in the annual City of 
Water Day Festival in New York City at the 

invitation of North River Sail and Power 
Squadron of District 4.  

John Steger,  Paul Okura and Bill Spitz from 
WSPS were joined by Susan Ryan, D2 Cdr 
and SPRO of Greenwich Sail and Power 

Squadron.  

We took Paul’s 

21ft Yamaha 
jet propelled 

power boat 
down the 

Hudson River 
from Piermont 
to  Governor’s 

Island early in 
the morning  

and started to patrol and escort paddlers in 
and around Buttermilk Channel next to the 
Governor’s Island. 

Along with kayaks and canoes several 

schooners and tall ships participated in the 
City of Water Day Festival in New York City 

which was organized by the Metropolitan 
Waterfront Alliance. 

It was an all-day festival filled with a variety 

of events on Governor’s Island and Liberty 
State Park to raise the awareness of the 
general public towards the importance of 

keeping the waterfronts in the New York 
Metropolitan 

area clean, 
safe and 
vibrant.  

We used the 

United States 
Power 

Squadrons® 
metal club 

sign on Paul’s boat to publicize that we were 

representing the United States Power 
Squadrons®. All of us wore special red USPS 
T-shirts made by District 4. 

On one occasion we actually had to put our 
boat in 

between a 
speeding 

commercial 
vessel and 
the paddlers 

to block the 
large wake 

created by 
the 
commercial vessel, and the water came over 

the bow of our boat and got some of us wet. 
We just turned on the bilge pump and got the 

water out but it 
was a good 
reminder to all 

of us that all 
power boats 

must slow down 
if they see  

paddlers on the 
lake, river or at 
sea.  

There are two 

reasons for the need to slow down. The first 
obvious reason is so that we don’t run into 

these low profile boats.  Another reason is 
that even if you don’t hit the boat, the wake 
from your power boat can topple these boats 
over or push water  into them.  

We have worked together with District 4 on 
the NYC Boat 

Show, and 
Practical on 

the Water 
Training in 
Old 

Greenwich, 

CT. so we are 
really excited 
that our 
friendship and 
collaboration with them is expanding as we can 
learn from each District’s best practices and 
lend manpower and support to each District’s 
events.  
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GOING AGROUND or What to Do When 

Your Bottom Hits the Bottom 
 

Published with permission of Boating Times Long 

Island 

 
Ohmigosh – we’ve run aground!  Ugly 

words, aren’t they?  But, unless you’re far 
offshore, you may be faced with shallow 

waters and narrow channels and you have to 
know what to do when your bottom hits the 
bottom.   

 
First is safety!  After having everyone put on 

a life preserver, determine if you, your crew, 
or your passengers are hurt.  Cruising into an 
immoveable bottom at 15 or 20 knots can 

cause people to fly about. If someone has 
been hurt, determine the nature of their 

injury and whether they need medical 
assistance.  If so, use your VHF radio to call 
for help.   

 
The second concern is for your boat.  Check 

your bilges to see if there are any holes 
(you’ll quickly notice water).  Your boat won’t 
immediately sink, but you will need to 

prevent your vessel from getting into deeper 
waters.  If you can repair the hole(s), great!  

If not, call for help. 
 
There are several ways to get your boat back 

into the water: 
 

 You can wait until the tide comes in 
and your boat floats again.  Watch that 
wind or current doesn’t push your boat 

further into shallow water; consider 
setting an anchor. 

 
 If your boat is small enough, someone 

can jump over and push it into deeper 

water in his or her PFD with a lifeline 
attached to the boat.  Remember to 

turn your engine(s) off. On a sailboat, 
have those aboard go to one side or 

the other to help get the centerboard 
or keel off the ground.   

 

 If your boat has outboard or inboard-
outboard engines, you may be able to 

raise the lower unit so that the 

propellers are off the bottom enough to 
motor into deep water.  Don’t try to 

motor off with inboard engines as you 
may suck sand into the water intakes. 

 
 You can use a method called 

“kedging,” which entails setting an 

anchor and using it to pull your boat 
back into deeper water.   

 
 Call for help.  If you have a towing 

contract, call your provider.  If not, 

emergency services will assist in calling 
a commercial towing service. 

 
 
Can you prevent going aground in the first 

place?  One answer is to know the waters 
that you’re in and to have current charts 

available.  The United States Power 
Squadrons® offers a complete education 

program designed for recreational boaters.  
Take advantage of these classes and other 
available education for an edge in keeping 

your bottom off the bottom. 
 

To locate local courses and seminars check 
on-line.   WSPS courses and events are on 

line at http://www.meetup.com/Westchester-
Sail-and-Power-Squadron/.   The National 

website is www.USPS.org. 
 
 

 

        
 
 
 

http://www.meetup.com/Westchester-Sail-and-Power-Squadron/
http://www.meetup.com/Westchester-Sail-and-Power-Squadron/
http://www.usps.org/
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SEO Summer Report 2012 
P/C Frank E. Palmieri, JN 

 
For the fall, note that 

we have the largest 
agenda of courses 
we have ever held at 

one time, as follows: 
Full Courses 

 ABC3 (Basic 
Boating Safety 
Course – 16 hour weekly course– 

September 18th. The one day Saturday 
course will be announced. 

 Engine maintenance – taught by Ron 
Gabel starting September 10, 2012. 

 Seamanship – taught by our new 

ASEO, Andy Papademetriou – starts 
September 19, 2012 

Two hour Seminars once a month on 
Thursday evenings: 

 GPS Seminar – October 18. 
 Tides and Currents – Nov. 8 
 Knots or VHF/DSC – December 6 

In addition, we are preparing a great 
lineup of guest speakers for our Thursday 

evening General meetings, including a Sandy 
Hook Pilot, Bill McGovern, who will tell us on 
October 25th about what he sees (or does 

not) when piloting some of those huge 
freighters. It will be an eye opener  (no pun 

intended). 
We are especially proud to announce that 

in late June, all 6 Advanced Piloting Students 

passed with a grade better than 90% and 
received the following comment from the 

Grader “Excellent!” In addition to passing a 
written test, 5 of the six students were able 
to join us for a hands-on On-the-Water-

Training class at Stamford aboard Paul 
Zengara and Ruth Harkins beautiful 31 foot 

Tarten.    
We also have three members who have 

recently passed the On-the-Water BOC test,  

Howard Sklar, Andy Papadremetriou and John 
Steger.  So we now have 5 members who 

have completed this Boating Certification.  
Congratulations to all!! 
 

        
 

New Inflatable Life jackets Impact 

the VSC 
R/C Bob Miller,  National Safety Committee 
 
Inflatable Life Jackets 

(PFDs) have gone through 
an evolution, since the 
production of the VSC 

manual, which affects the 
VSC process. 

 
At the time the VSC manual 
was produced essentially all inflatable jackets 

were type “V” and required that they be worn 
to be counted as a viable life jacket.  There 

are now many USCG certified inflatable life 
jackets available that are type II and type III 
when used on recreational vessels in addition 

to type Vs.  Further the need for the jacket to 
be worn to count is dependent on the specific 

USCG certification of each individual jacket 
model.  Whether the jacket must be worn is 
printed on the label affixed to the inside of 

the jacket itself.  Therefore: 
 

Vessel Safety Examiners must now check 
the label on the inflatable jacket to 
determine whether or not it must be 

worn to count. 

 

A Safety Note from the Port Captain 
 
We all know that the hurricane season is upon us.  

Would you have been prepared had Isaac run up 

the East Coast and hit our area?  Is your vessel 

prepared?  If it is moored, be sure your mooring 

chains are in good shape and the bridle is the 

right length.  Check chains from your mooring 

buoy right down to the anchor.  Check your 

shackles.  Be sure to use USA made shackles; all 

shackles are not equal! Is the anchor OK?  Bilge 

pumps OK?  Lines OK?  Batteries topped up?   

 

If you are at a slip, put out extra fenders and 

dock lines.  Remove dodgers and biminis and 

make sure sails are double tied down.  Did we 

forget anything? 

 

After a hurricane we all see boats on the shore 

that broke away from their moorings.  How about 

some extra protection? Run another line from 

your mooring buoy (ball) to your vessel.  Make 

sure you have chafing protection for your lines.  

Be Safe, Be Good! 
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Vessel Safety Examinations 
 
Under the 
direction of our 
VSC Chair Paul 

Okura, we have 
added two new 

Vessel Safety 
Examiners,  Joe 
Pizzuti and 

Andy 
Papademetriou, and so far this year have 

done  36 Vessel Examinations.  And we’re not 
finished yet!   In addition, Frank Palmieri 
supervised a member of the City Island Sail 

and Power Squadron, Nelson Font, in order to 
allow him to attain his certification.   This is 

another example of our Squadron reaching 
out to nearby squadrons for mutual 
assistance.   Congratulations to all our Vessel 

Examiners for a job well done,  Paul, Frank, 
John, Andy and Joe.  

 
Mandatory Education for NY Boaters 
P/C Melvin Goldstein, AP 

 

Sometimes it takes one or more tragedies for 

our elected representatives to act. When it 
comes to boating fatalities, the NY State 
Legislature has introduced bills 

over the last few years that 
would require a mandatory safe 

boating certificate for engine 
driven vessels, but they have 
yet to be voted upon. 

 
The bill introduced in the Assembly (A03550) 

has been sent to the Rules Committee.  The 
companion bill in the Senate (S06633) has 

been sent to the Transportation Committee.  
 
Another bill introduced (A06452) having 

boaters with a safety certificate, be eligible 
for a liability insurance premium discount, 

was passed by the Assembly and sent to the 
Senate, who sent it to the Insurance 
Committee. 

 
It is hoped that the above bills will be voted 

upon in the January session. 

 

 

WSPS Upcoming Events 

 
Sept. 4 WSPS 75th Planning Meeting 

Sept. 5-8 National Meeting – Detroit 

Sept. 6 Thursday Sail # 11 

Sept. 10 Begin Engine Maintenance Class 

Sept. 13 Thursday Sail # 12 

Sept. 18 Begin ABC Class 

Sept. 19 Begin Seamanship Class 

Sept. 20 Thursday Sail # 13 

Sept. 21-23 Norwalk Boat Show – Staff a Booth  

Sept. 27 Planning meeting- Fall Conf & 75th 

Oct. 4 WSPS Executive Meeting 

Oct. 12-13 D2 Fall Conference 

Oct. 13 75th Anniversary Celebration 

Oct. 18 GPS Seminar 

Oct. 25 General Meeting 

Nov. 1 WSPS Executive Meeting 

Nov. 8 Tides & Currents Seminar 

Nov. 10 Single Day ABC class 

Nov. 22 Thanksgiving 

Nov. 29 General Meeting 

Dec. 4 WSPS Executive Meeting 

Dec. 6 Knots or VHF/DSC Seminar 

Dec. 13 Holiday Party   

(Please call 914 472-5520 to confirm dates) 

 
WSPS Wins National PR Award 
Our XO Paul Okura created a digital 
Scrapbook depicting the activities of our 

Squadron for the past year and submitted it 
as an entry to the National Chapman 

Scrapbook Award. District 2 gave it 1st 
Place for the District Public Relations award 
and then submitted it to National as part of 

their PR contest.   We were surprised and 
delighted to learn that we received 2nd Place 

of all entries from all Districts across the 
Nation. The award recognizes the diverse 
marketing activities of our squadrons 

throughout the year. The award will be 

presented to our Squadron at the USPS 

National Governing Board meeting in Detroit 

this September.  The scrapbook can be seen at 

our MeetUp site at: 

http://www.meetup.com/Westchester-Sail-and-
Power-Squadron/photos/10545802/.

http://www.meetup.com/Westchester-Sail-and-Power-Squadron/photos/10545802/
http://www.meetup.com/Westchester-Sail-and-Power-Squadron/photos/10545802/
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          WSPS Birthdays 

 
 
  JULY 

     Mildred L. Perez   11 July  

     Seth Newlin    21 July  

     Joe Varulo    28 July  

 AUGUST 

     Russ Michel   03 Aug.  

     Guido Dattaro   08 Aug.  

     Raymond Quartararo  09 Aug.  

     Donald A. Bernard  22 Aug.  

     Leah D. Campbell   22 Aug. 

 SEPTEMBER 

     Tina Mancusco   04 Sept. 

     Gail White    08 Sept. 

     James Santo   12 Sept. 

     Arnold Berlin   14 Sept. 

     Dennis McGrath   18 Sept. 

     Lynn Quartararo   21 Sept. 

     John W. Wroblewski  28 Sept. 

     Peggy Howland   29 Sept. 

 OCTOBER 

     Robert S. Forman   10 Oct.  

 NOVEMBER.  

     Mel Goldstein   14 Nov.  

     Matthew Quartararo  12 Nov.  

     Joseph J. Hvisc   13 Nov.  

     John Kamke   13 Nov.  

     Rochelle Berkowitz  26 Nov.  

     Robert L. Verona   26 Nov.  

     Kory A. Brietel   27 Nov.  

 DECEMBER.  

     Elizabeth Saracino  01 Dec.  

     Steven Skalicky      06 Dec.  

     Ann Toffel    09 Dec.  

     Mark Hennely   11 Dec.  

     Dennis Troyanos   13 Dec.  

     Walter O. Baggett  15 Dec.  

     Eddie Lee Armour   18 Dec.  

     Donald J. Ruggieri  23 Dec.  

     Frederick Cronin    23 Dec.  

     Phyllis A. Bernard   24 Dec.  

     Anthony Weiner   28 Dec. 

     Ronald D. Sernau   29 Dec. 

WSPS wishes all these members a healthy         

and happy birthday 
 
Volunteers Needed at Show 
We will again help staff the USPS booth at the 
Norwalk Boat Show.   Our time at the booth 

will be on Sunday afternoon on September 
23rd.   Please help out if you can.  Contact 
Paul Okura (914 961-3697 or 

pkodance@aol.com) if you can come. 
 

Thursday Sails 

Once again, we’ve had 

a very successful 

season of Thursday 

Sails.  With the 

exception of one 

evening when we were 

rained out, most Thursdays turned out 

beautiful with pleasant winds, glorious 

sunsets, and great company.   We’ve already 

been sailing 11 times this season with just a 

few more left.  Thanks to Captains Frank 

Palmieri, Russ Michael, Emilio Gonzalez and 

John Steger for allowing us to use their boats.  

Over the course of the season, more than 128 

members, friends and prospective members 

have joined in the sails. 
 Attached are a few pictures taken by those who have 
joined us on these “sunset” sails.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flare/Up Postponed 
Because we are having our 75th Anniversary 
Celebration in the middle of October, we 

decided to postpone our Flare /Up till April of 
next year.   So hold on to those expired flares 
for a few more months, and we will help you 

dispose of them before the beginning of the 
next boating season.   However we may help 

the City Island squadron with a Flare Up of 
their own, so watch our email notes for a date 
 

mailto:pkodance@aol.com
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WWWeeessstttccchhheeesssttteeerrr   SSSaaaiiilll   aaannnddd   PPPooowwweeerrr   SSSqqquuuaaadddrrrooonnn   

 
            2012-2013   
 COMMANDER:         Cdr. John W. Steger, JN  

 EXECUTIVE OFFICER:        Lt/C Paul K. Okura, S   

 EDUCATION OFFICER:        P/C Frank E. Palmieri, JN   

ADMINISTRATION OFFICER:      Lt/C Russel Michel, P   

 SECRETARY:          Lt/C Ruth E. Harkin, P 

 TREASURER:          Lt/C John W. Wroblewski, S 

ASSISTANT SEO:         1st Lt Andy Papademetriou, P        

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE        P/C Alan Goldman, AP 
            P/C Howard Sklar,AP 
       1st Lt Robert L. Verona, AP 
       1st Lt. Joseph Pizzuti, AP  
 Fleet Captain:         P/C Ron Gabel, AP  
 Historian:          P/C Marie Lambert, P 

 Law Officer:          P/C Robert P. Kelly, SN 

 Auditor:          P/C William F. Gratz, SN 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
     Westchester Sail and Power Squadron 

     Current Set and Drift 
     342 Heathcote Road 

     Scarsdale, NY 10583 
     Cdr. John W. Steger, JN  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To save money and a few trees, we are only sending electronic copies of Newsletters and most other 
WSPS correspondence.  To receive a hard copy please send an email request to jwsteger@gmail.com or a 
note to John Steger at the address listed above. 

mailto:jwsteger@gmail.com



